
None of what happened in the birth 

story of Baby Jesus was not coinci-

dental.  This was a God-

orchestrated event that fulfilled the 

prophesies God had given centuries 

before through men like Isaiah and 

Micah. 

Everything that happened, from the 

time the census was ordered, to 

everyone returning to their own city 

to be registered, to the birth of Je-

sus in Bethlehem…all of it was or-

chestrated by God.  And out of tiny 

Bethlehem, came the Messiah. 

 
We celebrate this as the beginning 

of something incredible.  Jesus, the 

Christ, left His throne in glory and 

took on human form just to recon-

cile us to our Father.  He came into 

the world, miraculously conceived, 

and yet born as we all are.  He was 

a baby, a toddler, then a young boy 

who became a man.  Jesus experi-

enced humanity at all levels; He 

truly can identify with all people at 

all stages of life. 

 
That very first Christmas, God gave 

the greatest gift ever…His Son.  And 

His Son gave the gift of His life – 

which was why He came.  Because of 

that, we all can have a relationship 

with God as His children…sons and 

daughters of the Creator of all…

through Jesus Christ. 

 
So, this Christmas, let’s remind our-

selves of the true Christmas story – 

the one that led to the true Easter 

story.  Together, let’s give thanks and 

praise to God, who orchestrated all of 

it, and changed our lives forever. 

No matter how secular the world be-

comes (remembering it always has 

been), no matter how our culture tries 

its best to disregard the truth of 

Christmas, it is up to you and me to 

tell our own part of the world about 

God’s love that became apparent and 

became human in that little Baby Je-

sus. 

Merry (and blessed) Christmas! 

RevLon. 

 
PS- I’ve just got to add this to what 

I’ve written: 

Yes, you know the story of Christmas.  

We all do.  I’ve preached 26 Advent 

seasons on the same subject.  Let’s 

not get caught up in the notion that 

nothing new is going to happen this 

year, that we have simply lived through 

enough Christmas’s that we’ve got it 

down pat… 

NO!  Let’s come to this ancient story 

with the anticipation and awe that 

drops us on our knees in wonder (and 

delight) that God loves each of us with 

a love that winds its way through all of 

history, full of prophecy that was finally 

revealed in Bethlehem, and ultimately 

in each of our own hearts.  If our De-

cember is filled with food and cards 

and shopping and parties, we are miss-

ing the point.  Could we, all of us, de-

cide together, as the song says, “Come 

and see the glory of the Lord.  Come 

behold the Lamb.” 

IT TAKES GRACE 

The Messiah 

Our church is once again hosting the 

Community Chorus’ presentation of 

Handel’s Messiah. It you have not 

heard it at our church, you have 

missed a real blessing. The Commu-

nity Chorus and our organ fill out 

sanctuary with music. This year the 

presentation is at 6:00PM on the 

evening of December 10th. We’ll again 

have a reception in the gym following 

the performance, so we need some 

volunteer cookie, brownie, and other 

sweet snack bakers. There’s a sign-up 

sheet in the narthex for helpers. If you 

have questions, please contact Becky 

Moore or Susanna Lee. Plan on in-

cluding this performance in your celebra-

tion of Advent this year! You won’t be 

disappointed! 
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Thanks to everyone that came out to 
support our Angel Tree fundraiser. As 
always, 100% of your donations go to-
wards buying Christmas gifts for those 
Angel Tree kids. Thanks also for your 
prayers as we had another amazing Fall 
Retreat at Camp Loucon. We were 
blessed abundantly over that weekend 
retreat! Your support and encourage-
ment this year has resulted in children 
and youth hearing and experiencing the 
goodness of God’s message for them. 
And we pray that we will continue to lead 
them and encourage them to seek God, 
love God and give God all that they 
have and love their neighbors as them-
selves. 
Christmas Party for Youth Group on 
December 13th at the Wilson’s home. 
Bring a $10 Dirty Santa gift and enjoy a 
meal and good fun! 
Road Trip – December 18th we will ven-

ture out for our annual Christmas Break 

road trip for middle and high school stu-

dents. It will include a meal, movie and 

ice skating. See Rob or Denise for more 

details. 

Wednesday, November 29: 

6:00PM  Hanging of the Greens, 

following our 5:15PM fellowship 

meal 

Sunday, December 3: 

3:00PM  Blue Christmas Worship 

Service 

Thursday, December 7: 

6:00PM  Christmas Party at the 

Agin’s 

Sunday, December 10: 

6:00PM  The Messiah, presented 

by the community choir 

(Nativity Scenes on display for 

reception in gym) 

Wednesday, December 13: 

6:00PM  Annual Talent/No Talent 

Show, following our 5:15PM fel-

lowship meal 

Sunday, December 17: 

10:15AM  Our Choir’s Christmas 

Cantata (“We Sing Noel”) 

3:00PM  Christmas Caroling 

(followed by a party at the Lor-

ton’s) 

Sunday, December 24: 

9:00AM  Birthday Party for Jesus 

in the gym 

7:00PM  Candlelight Communion 

Christmas Eve Worship 

Wednesday, January 3: 

6:00PM  Un-Hanging of the 

Greens, following our 5:15PM fel-

lowship meal 

**And of course, there will be 

Sunday School at 9:00AM and 

worship at 10:15AM every  

Sunday and a fellowship meal at 

5:15PM each Wednesday except 

December 20 and 27.  
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New birth is a miracle. And God chose to 

allow His only Son to come into this world 

that He created the same way you and I come 

into it. He gave us family as a gift to love, 

nourish, teach, protect, and provide for our 

basic and most needed life experiences. Family 

as a structure can encourage and inspire a 

person to be and do things they may not think 

possible. Jesus began in humble beginnings 

but with hand crafted parents created by the 

master craftsman. God gave Him family just 

like He gave to us.  

I know that family is not perfect, but it has the 

potential to reflect love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 

and self-control. It can build a person up and 

give them an environment of calm no matter 

how stormy life can be. Family can be a place 

of unconditional love, and radical generosity.  

This new born baby that was born in a humble 

stable would change the world and He began 

His life here being raised by a family. That is 

amazing and should inspire us all to see how 

much we can love those God has entrusted to 

us. And the widows and orphans, the sick and 

We are just entering mid-November as I write 

this but we’re already anticipating Christmas. 

The season is filled with, so much isn’t it? We 

are blessed to have the luxury of celebrating the 

generosity of God in giving His one and only 

Son for us!  

This year we get to experience the wonder of a 

new baby in our family with Finlee who was 

born in August. She will be just over 4 months 

old when Christmas arrives. She won’t remem-

ber a thing, but we will. I wonder if it was like 

that for Jesus. A baby has that amazing ability of 

making us focus on them without doing a thing. 

We just sit and stare, we talk, and we coo, and 

we hold them and change them and feed them 

and sit and stare some more. I can’t believe that 

Lexi, our now oldest granddaughter is almost 8. 

I still remember her as a baby and that connec-

tion that I had the privilege to experience. I got 

to hold her soon after she entered this world. I 

don’t hold babies as a rule, but I couldn’t wait to 

hold her. She was and is special just like her new 

little sister Finlee. And though neither one will 

remember their Papa holding them I always will. 

It’s a precious privilege that God has given us! 

YOUTH NEWS: CELEBRATING THE SEASON AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

homeless, the lame and the imprisoned all have 

a place to call home when we live up to the 

potential God has given us. So, this Christmas 

let’s focus on what we have in Christ Jesus and 

the family He has called us to be a part of! Mer-

ry Christmas!  God is good, all the time! And all 

the time, God is good! 

“Simeon was there. He took the child in his 

arms and praised God, saying, “Sovereign Lord, 

now let your servant die in peace, as you have 

promised. I have seen your salvation, which you 

have prepared for all people. He is a light to 

reveal God to the nations, and he is the glory of 

your people Israel!” Jesus’ parents were amazed 

at what was being said about him.  Then Simeon 

blessed them, and he said to Mary, the baby’s 

mother, “This child is destined to cause many in 

Israel to fall, and many others to rise. He has 

been sent as a sign from God, but many will 

oppose him.  As a result, the deepest thoughts of 

many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will 

pierce your very soul.” Luke 1: 28-35 

In Christ’s Love, 

Rob, Romans 12 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 



TIDINGS 

4th Pat Lorton 

10th Shirley Michael 

14th  Cheryl Bushong 

19th Rob Wilson 

20th Dakota Miller 

21st Carroll & Delores Steinfeld (A) 

24th Michael & Connie Skultety 

26th Tom McLean 

 Larry Peyton 

 Ed Moore 

31st Calvin & Teresa Griffith  (A) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3  

 

3PM Blue Christ-

mas 

4 5 

 

6PM Session 

Mtg 

6 

5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

7 

 

6PM Agin Christ-

mas Party 

8 9 

10 

 
 
6PM The Messiah 

11 12 13 
5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Talent/No Talent Show 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

14 15 16 

17 

 

10:15AM Choir 

Cantata 

18 19 20 
5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

21 22 23 

24 
 

7PM Candlelight 

Worship 

25 26 27 

 

No Activities 

28 29 30 

31       

December 2017 



Visit our new library, peruse the collec-

tion and check out a book! The old card 

catalog system has been replaced with 

a simple check out book. The sign out 

book is on the library desk.  Write your 

name, the title of the book you have 

borrowed and contact information. 

Place the book in the return basket 

when you have finished reading. If you 

desire, write a brief personal reaction in 

the sign out book. 

Thank you to everyone who helped with 

the renovation effort through labor or 

donations. 

Shirley Michael  painter/decorator 

Rick Lee- ceiling repair engineer and 

installer  

Janet and James McClain- lights and 

fan 

Sean and Kari McCance- library table 

Pete Phelan- bookshelves 

We hope for additional donations to 

purchase blinds for the 2 windows in 

the room.  If you would like to sponsor a 

book in honor or memory of someone, 

or if you have book donations, please 

speak with Peggy Phelan. 

Featured books this month focus on the 

Persecuted Church. Check-out one of 

these titles: 

1. Extreme Devotion  Voice of the 

Martyrs  

Daily Devotional Stories of believers 

who sacrificed everything for Jesus. 

2. Tortured for Christ Richard 

Wumbrand 

Biography of Wumbrand’s life as a per-

secuted pastor in Communist Romania 

who was incarcerated and tortured for 

8 years for his faith. “A man really be-

lieves not what he recites in a creed, 

but what he is willing to die for.” 

3. Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus Nabeed 

Quareshi 

A devout American Muslim shares his 

home life and religious upbringing as a 

Muslim and his intense quest as a col-

lege student for the ultimate truth- Allah 

and the Koran or Jesus and the Bible. 

4. Hiding in the Light Rifqa Barry 

Rifqa’s personal story about why she 

risked everything to follow Jesus. She 

converted to Christianity as a young 

American teenager and followed Jesus 

secretly for several years until she ran 

away from home to avoid death/

deportation when her family discovered 

her faith. 

5. Sister Freaks Rebecca St. James 

Story collection of women past and 

present who gave up everything to fol-

low Jesus. 

6. Jesus Freaks  dcTalk and Voice of 

the Martyrs 

Biographical collection of men and 

women- past and present- who willingly 

gave up their lives to share the love and 

truth of Jesus Christ. 

7. Voices of the Faithful Devotional 

Beth Moore (ed.) 

Inspiring daily vignettes of thoughts and 

experiences from contemporary mis-

sionaries serving Christ around the 

world. 
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FPC Library News 

Sunday, December 17, plan to go caroling.  

We’ll meet at the church at 3:00PM, hoping 

to have enough folks that we can split into 

groups that will go out to our homebound and 

those in nursing homes.  Come enjoy the fel-

lowship, not only among the singers, but also 

among those who are not able to be with us 

at church.  Then, come back to the Lorton’s 

for some treats and conversation after a good 

time of sharing Christ’s love. 

LET’S GO CAROLING 

Our Christmas Eve worship will begin at 7:00PM.  Come 

be a part of this familiar tradition of singing the carols 

and hearing the Christmas story read.  Special music 

will again be a part of the evening, which ends in the 

beauty of candlelight.  This is a community tradition 

and we hope you will invite others to come worship with 

us as we celebrate the birth of Christ Jesus. 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 



TIDINGS 

 
I Googled “What to do for Christmas” and 

found 100 things.  Number 20 was go to 

church and 33 was make a nativity scene.  

The other 98 had nothing to do with Christ.  

How about you and me?  Are we going to do 

better than 2%?  Praying you have a Christ 

filled Christmas, and life, Pete. 

will be Wednesday night, December 

13th after the fellowship meal. See 

Lon Lorton or Janet Agin to get on 

the program. 

Come one and all for our annual stage 

call! We need the brave and the bold, 

and those who like to “act out”. You 

need to have no talent or even try-out. 

Some must perform for the audience to 

applaud. Now is the time to shine before 

your talent is outlawed! Our 3rd Annual 

Church-Wide Talent/No Talent Show 
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Agin Christmas Party 

From The Inside 

CHURCH WIDE TALENT—NO TALENT 

SHOW 

We always exclaim at the end of the 

night Merry Christmas to all and to 

all a “good” night.  

The Agin’s 

730 Lakeside Drive 

Madisonville KY  

Thursday, December 7, 2017  

@ 6PM 

270-836-9774 (if you have any 

questions) 

Each year the Agin Christmas Party 

seems to compete with parades and 

concerts and other holiday treats. So 

this year we figured let’s try some-

thing new and have it on a weekday, 

but the same party and food. All our 

church family is asked to attend on 

Thursday December 7th starting at 

6:00PM. Bring a sweet or a snack to 

share with everyone, heaven only 

knows when the party will be done. 

Each December a group of volunteers go 

Christmas Basket Shopping and delivering for 

families within our community.  

Each Sunday in November we have been 

collecting money so that we can go shopping 

for groceries for these families.  Each year we 

shop for between 8-10 families depending on 

how much is collected.   Depending on the 

size of the family it can take anywhere from 

$50 to $110 per family.   This year we will go 

shopping on December 9th at Kroger's start-

ing at 9:00 am.  If you would like to shop 

and/or deliver please call Amy Taylor at 270-

825-2831 or email her 

at amy.taylor@hopkins.kyschools.us     

tel:(270)%20825-2831
tel:(270)%20825-2831
mailto:amy.taylor@hopkins.kyschools.us


P O Box 568 

260 W McLaughlin Ave 

Madisonville KY 42431 

First Presbyterian Church 

This holiday season is a painful one for some people.  It may be the first 

Christmas without family members or friends. The strong emphasis on togeth-

erness can also emphasize the loneliness of some.  Broken relationships, the 

insecurity of employment, the weariness of health, even the stress of holiday 

activities all can make us feel alone in the midst of Christmas carols and bright lights.  Before we can sing “Joy to 

the World,” many people need to let the weight of the world off their shoulders. 

The “Blue Christmas Worship” provides an opportunity to reflect on scripture, share in healing prayer and commun-

ion, and to be reminded that Christmas is part of God’s plan for all people who need a Savior. 

The service will be at 7:00PM, December 3, in the sanctuary.  We all know of family, friends, co-workers, and neigh-

bors who may benefit from such a worship experience.  Please use your social media to help let others know. 

BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 


