
•Sunday, March 24 
Palm/Passion Sunday 
•Wednesday, March 27 
Supper/Kids and Youth Pro-
grams/Adult Bible Study/
Choir Rehearsal  
•Thursday, March 28 
Maundy Thursday Commun-
ion Worship 
•Friday, March 29 
Twenty-Four Hour Prayer 
Vigil in Sanctuary (prayer 
times still available) 
•Sunday, March 31 
Easter Celebration! 
6:00AM  SonRise Worship in 
Chapel 
9:00AM  Breakfast in Gym  
(Egg Hunt at about 9:30) 
10:15AM  Celebration of the 
Resurrection in Sanctuary 
       
(featuring the choir cantata, 
“See What a Morning”) 

Have you felt the Spirit’s 
presence in your life? 
Those are good things to 
share as we introduce oth-
ers to God, don’t you 
think? 
 
Ed McMahon, comedian, 
actor, singer, game show 
host, announcer, and John-
ny Carson’s sidekick on The 
Tonight Show for thirty 
years once said, “My work 
as a pitchman taught me 
how to sell anything to any-
one.” 
Wouldn’t it be great if we 
had that attitude, of being 
a pitchman for God?! 
Wouldn’t it be great if this 
month’s March Madness 
had more to do with the 
excitement of Jesus’ resur-
rection than UK basketball?  
Spread the word – our 
team wins! Rah! 
Blessings, 
RevLon 

“Therefore, go and make 
disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them 
in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey 

everything I have com-
manded you.” 

[Matthew 28:19-20] 
 

Have you ever been in that 
awkward position of hav-
ing to introduce a person 
to another person, or even 
to a crowd of folks, only to 
realize you really don’t 
know much about the per-
son you were introducing?  
Yes, that can be an awk-
ward moment. 
 
So, what do we say when 
we are trying to introduce 
God to others?  (You are 
trying to introduce God to 
others, right?)  It could be 
tough if you don’t know 
much about God.  We 
have all heard that 

Matthew 28:19-20 is our 
mandate from God to 
reach out to others – go 
make disciples of all na-
tions.  That’s pretty much 
everybody we come in 
contact with.  But if we 
look just a little deeper at 
that great commission, we 
see some help in how to 
introduce people to God.  
It says, “in the name 
(singular) of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit.” 
In the name, not names…
Jesus is giving us some 
great help with our great 
commission.  We are to 
welcome people into a 
relationship with a singular 
God – a Father who is God, 
a Son who is God, and a 
Spirit who is God…three in 
One.   
So then, have you felt the 
Father’s love and guidance 
in your life? 
Have you felt the Son’s 
forgiveness and grace in 
your life? 

IT TAKES GRACE... 
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After our viewing of the “Woodlawn” movie last month, Rob and Lon are sharing sermons for Lent based on the themes 
brought out in that movie – realizing we are all together on one team, God’s team, and we are all driving toward the same 
goal of obedience to God and finding His purpose for us, individually and together.  While diversity is good (God was inten-
tional in our uniqueness), division over our differences is not good. 
Our Holy Week Activities: 
Palm Sunday:  Wave your palms!  Give God glory!  Hallelujah! Our children will be leading us in song! 
Wednesday:    After our supper at 5:15, our Woodlawn Bible Study will focus on where we go with our disappointment. 
Thursday:         Maundy Thursday worship in the sanctuary at 7:00PM. 
Friday:               Our 24-Hour Good Friday Prayer Vigil will be ongoing in the sanctuary.  
Sunday:             Celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord!! 
    7:00AM  SonRise Worship in Chapel 
   9:00AM  Breakfast in Gym 
                                [Egg Hunt for the Little Ones at About 9:30] 
             10:15AM  Easter Communion Celebration Worship 

LENTEN SEASON NEWS... 



“One Way” 

lies as we grow in our knowledge of 

God and His grace and share His love 

with those around us. Also please be in 

prayer for Chrysalis #54 on March 18-
20. Those serving on the team from 

here are Michael Milam, Logan Taylor 

and myself.  

YOUTH NEWS 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to 

the Ash Wednesday Soup & Sandwich 

Fundraiser for Youth Groups! Your 

abundant generosity is much appreciated 

and the youth of this church are the ben-

eficiaries of that. Please continue to be in 

prayer for all our students and their fami-

We have just begun the Lenten season as 

I sit down to write this and with the be-

ginning of the season we have also begun 

a series of sermons based on the movie 

“Woodlawn”. The movie is based on the 

true story of a high school in Birming-

ham, Alabama in the early 70’s when 

students were being integrated. The mov-

ie details the path of that schools football 

team and students that went through a 

radical change from division to unity 

based on the team’s commitment to fol-

low Christ no matter the cost. The issues 

of prejudice, racism and injustice are un-

fortunately part of the history of our 

county. Wouldn’t it be awesome to say 

it’s just a part of our past and we’ve 

moved on?  

A lot of what the movie focuses on 

though is the possibilities of change when 

we unite behind the power of Christ that 

defeats division and draws people into a 

relationship of unity with Him and one 

another. John 14:6 “Jesus answered, “I 

am the way and the truth and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through 

me.” The truth of God’s commitment to 

us in sending us His one and only Son as 

an atoning sacrifice for our sins gives us 

right standing with God as Jesus mediates 

for us and cleanses of all unrighteousness 

and that is the only way, through Jesus, we 

have to be with God. Period! Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. said, “Darkness cannot 

drive our darkness; only light can do that. 

Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can 

do that.” When we as a people gather in 

unity and trust in the truth of who Jesus is 

and what He has done then there is no 

darkness that can extinguish that powerful 

light.  

Prejudice, racism and injustice can only be 

defeated by the power of God’s love 

shown to us in Christ Jesus. Not by pro-

grams of government or entities of change 

based on equal rights without the power of 

the Holy Spirit guiding that change will 

true change of heart and attitude ever take 

place. The world can be a better place as 

long as we follow Jesus and live to glorify 

Him in all we do and say! Period! He knew 

this when He prayed for you and me right 

before He went to the cross to pay for our 

sins. “My prayer is not for them alone. I 

pray also for those who will believe in me 

through their message, 21 that all of them 

may be one, Father, just as you are in me 

and I am in you. May they also be in us 

so that the world may believe that you 

have sent me. 22 I have given them the 

glory that you gave me, that they may be 

one as we are one— 23 I in them and you 

in me—so that they may be brought to 

complete unity. Then the world will know 

that you sent me and have loved them 

even as you have loved me.” John 17:20-

23.  

This Easter let’s celebrate the risen Christ 

and imagine the possibilities of change 

that He can accomplish in our lives, in 

our families, in our community, in our 

country and in our world. This is what 

happens when God shows up!   “I have 

told you these things, so that in me you 

may have peace. In this world you will 

have trouble. But take heart! I have over-

come the world.” John 16: 33 God is 

good, all the time! And all the time, God 

is good! Happy Easter! 

In Christ’s Love, 

Rob, Romans 12 
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Our Sunday evening meals and 
fellowship and classes will contin-
ue on each Sunday at 5:00PM in 
the fellowship hall, with the final 
class being March 20.  While you 
would get a lot out of attending 
them all, they are not connected 
in their content, so we welcome 
any couples to come for any of 

the evenings they can.  We are 
using material provided by James 
MacDonald, pastor of Harvest 
Bible Chapel in Elgin, Illinois.  
There is no cost for the classes 
and no assignment to read before 
attending. 

Marriage Enrichment Classes... 



1st Rick Lee 

2nd Jo Shepherd 

3rd Karla Cates 

 Roscoe Porter 

4th Dicie Collins 

5th Marilyn Coates 

6th Brianna Sutton 

10th Margie Rawlins 

12th Mary Ann Thomas 

14th Brooks Leasure 

15th Bob Wilkerson 

 Tyler Conover 

19th Shannon McAfee 

22nd Alisa Betts 

23rd Corey Fischels 

26th Philip Taylor 

27th Janet Agin 

 Philip & Amy Taylor (A) 

29th Yvonne Bourland 

Page 3 

Shirley Michael 
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619-655-2140 217-825-5512 

March 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

 

 

7PM Session Mtg 

2 
 

5:15PM Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

3 4 5 

6 7 

9:30AM Norma 

Siria Circle 

7PM GB Team 

Meetings 

8 9  
Noon til 6: Blood Drive 

5:15PM Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

10 11 12 

13 14 
 

 

7PM GB Team 

Meetings 

15 16 
 

5:15PM Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

17 18 

 

6PM Irish Dinner/

Movie Night 

19 

20 21 
 

 

7PM GB Team 

Meetings 

22 23 
 

5:15PM Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

24 

 

7pm Maundy 

Thursday Wor-

ship 

25 26 

27 

7AM SonRise Worship 

9AM Breakfast in the Gym 

10:15 Worship  

28 
 

 

7PM GB Team 

Meetings 

29 30 
5:15PM Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

31   

Men’s Hopkins County Jail GB #23 

Muhlenberg Co Detention Center GB #9 

Boy’s Y.E.S. 

24-Hour Good 

Friday Prayer Vigil 



From the Inside 

Watching the political dia-

tribe(s), reading posts of my 

friends online, and listening 

to the whine of those who 

seem less than concerned 

about their duty to God than 

his duty to them, I am fortu-

nate to read the letters of 

Paul.  In 2Thessaloni-

ans ,chapter three, Paul tells 

us that an idle mind breeds 

discontent and that discon-

tent can breed shame.  He 

asks us to pray that the 

Word of God may speed on 

and triumph and that we 

may be delivered from 

wicked and evil men; for 

not all have faith.  Here, in 

chapter 3, we find the phase 

“If you do not work, you 

shall not eat”, and that those 

living in idleness, mere bus-

ybodies, should earn their 
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own living, or be ashamed; and 

if he (the idle person) doesn’t, 

we should warn him as a 

brother. Being a good Chris-

tian Soldier, armed with the 

Word, I go marching to our 

local institution of corrections 

to warn them as a brother. Af-

ter speaking in tongues (read 

scripture), and offering transla-

tion, I look over the assembly, 

and see cattle staring at a new 

gate. These men have had 

many preachers tell them that 

Salvation is free, and I now tell 

them that nothing is free. If 

you get something for free, 

someone else had to pay for it. 

Jesus paid for our salvation, 

and if we are to be saved, we 

must repent.  Repentance re-

quires work; we have to ex-

pend effort to change.  We 

owe Jesus more than we can 

ever pay, therefore, we must 

become more of Him, than 

ourselves. This requires work.  

I was speaking a foreign lan-

guage.  We have created a 

society where many have nev-

er gained the concept of doing 

what is right, because many 

say right is wrong.  We have 

led people to believe the Bi-

ble is something to look at 

and not into.  We have al-

lowed people to be idle and in 

doing so have bred discon-

tent. In 1st Timothy, chapter 2, 

Paul tells Timothy to pray for 

all men for God desires all 

men to be saved and come to 

the knowledge of Truth. Pray 

Mighty Warriors. 

On the Inside, Pete. 

As spring buds and tempera-

tures rise, it’s fun to get out-

side and walk. Walking is 

great for both body and 

mind. “To solve a problem, 

walk around,” advised St. 

Jerome. Naturalist Henry 

David Thoreau agreed, say-

ing, “The moment my legs 

begin to move, my thoughts 

begin to flow.” Indeed, 

walking has been linked to 

improved creativity and re-

duced anxiety.  

 

Some Bible versions trans-

late Ephesians 5:8 “Live as 

children of light,” while oth-

ers use “walk”: “You were 

once darkness, but now you 

are light in the Lord. Walk as 

children of light” (NKJV). 

What a great rendering! Liv-

ing is something we often do 

passively and without much 

thought, while walking is an 

intentional, active pursuit; we 

must choose when, where 

and how we do it.  

 

Now that we’re children of 

light — newly alive spring-

time people, Easter people! 

— Jesus urges us to not just 

live the faith but to walk it. 

When our faith becomes ac-

tive, new thoughts flow, anxie-

ty decreases and we make 

strides in our relationship with 

Jesus.  

 

—Heidi Mann   

Walking the Faith 



On Easter Sunday, everyone will have an opportunity to contribute to our denomina-

tion’s One Great Hour of Sharing offering.  This offering (one of four special offerings 

throughout the year) focuses on catastrophic needs in the United States and around the 

world.  Just a few years ago, when Madisonville experienced a huge tornado, Presbyter-

ian Disaster Assistance provided $10,000 to Habitat for Humanity of Hopkins County in 

the re-building process. 

Last year, Nepal was rocked by two massive earthquakes.  The PDA joined other out-

reach efforts in developing humanitarian programs to distribute aid to more than 

200,000 individuals.  Three hundred temporary schools were constructed to enable chil-

dren to return to a sense of normalcy. 

These are just a couple of examples of PDA partners with groups on the ground in dis-

aster-affected area.  Your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing are having a huge impact 

on lives here and abroad return to normalcy after disasters occur.  On Easter morning, 

please give generously to One Great Hour of Sharing. 

soon. Forms will be availa-

ble in the office and at each 

Sunday service starting 

February 28th. Please use 

one form for each flower 

ordered with your check/

cash attached. The last day 

to place your order will be 

Sunday, March 20th. Fol-

lowing the Easter service 

please take your flower 

home so that you may con-

tinue to enjoy it. You may 

As in years past, we have 

Easter lilies available for 

purchase “in Honor of” or 

“in Memory of” someone 

important in your life or 

“In Thanksgiving” for 

something. These flowers 

will be used to decorate our 

sanctuary on Easter Sunday 

and the names or thing 

listed will be printed in the 

bulletin. The cost of the 

lily will be announced 

have good luck with 

blooms the next year when 

planted in the yard. 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING 

EASTER LILY INFORMATION 

bring your flowers to the 
sanctuary before the 10:15 
service.  We’ll be placing 
them on a cross.  The symbol-
ism is wonderful…the cross of 
Jesus death will become a 
living symbol of the new life 
found in His resurrection!  
Please don’t be shy about 
this; we will need all the flow-
ers you can bring – all kinds 
and all colors! 

For the last few years we 
have literally constructed a 
cross of flowers on Easter 
morning.  It was beautiful!  
This year we’ll be doing it 
again: a resurrection cross of 
flowers!  We’re asking every-
one to bring a few (or a lot) of 
flowers – all types and colors 
– on Easter morning.  Ideally 
you would bring them to the 
gym while eating breakfast.  If 
that’s not possible, you can 
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