
“…go and search diligently for 
the child and when you have 

found him, 
bring me word, that I too may 

come and worship 
him.” [Matthew 2:8] 

 
Jesus was born, just as the 
prophets had predicted, just as 
the angel had told the shep-
herds. The birth had taken 
place, and yet even as time 
passed, King Herod was still 
trying to stop Christmas.  Ironi-
cally, Herod pretended to be a 
worshiper.  He told the wise 
men, “Go to Bethlehem and 
search carefully for the child.  
And when you find him, come 
back and tell me so I can go 
worship him, too!” 
Herod, though, was pretending, 
and in his pretending was truly 
a false worshiper.  There are 
people like him today; you may 
actually know someone like 
that.  They say they believe in 
God, but they live a life that 
contradicts what they say. 
Herod wanted to be the king of 
his own life, but he really was a 

slave.  He ended up not being 
the King of the Jews but the 
king of fools, ending up on the 
ash heap of history like dictators 
before and after him.   
Herod reminds us that every 
person on earth will reap what 
they sow.  Herod would have 
liked the wise men to think he 
was a God-worshiper and Jesus-
praiser.  We probably could all 
come up with the names of 
folks who seem to have great 
words for God and say they 
can’t live without Jesus in their 
lives…and yet their living sure 
doesn’t seem to reflect their 
words.  In some cases, it seems 
they are obviously Facebook 
friends of Jesus, but I have to 
wonder if they are “following” 
Him. 
I pray as I start a new year, that 
I will be seeking Jesus in a true 
manner and with true inten-
tions of being a follower of Him 
each day in 2019.  I pray that 
for you, too.  There’s way too 
much junk going on out there 
for us to think “we’ll be just 
fine, me, Jesus, and mine.”  If 

I’m going to minister well in the 
coming year, it will only be 
because Jesus, me, and you are 
ministering together in His 
Holy Spirit power.  None of us 
were created by God to have a 
pretend relationship with Him. 
If you’re a “New Year’s Resolu-
tion” person, resolve that 2019 
will be the year we do it God’s 
way.  I’m convinced by Scrip-
ture that would be most ful-
filling for us all, and at the same 
time give our Father something 
to smile about, too. 
I am so appreciative of all the 
ministry God has guided us into 
and allowed us to accomplish in 
2018.  So many of you in the 
church family have given of 
yourselves and your resources in 
extraordinarily generous ways.  
Through our little church fami-
ly, Christ’s light has shone with-
in our community and beyond 
into the nations.  Personally, 
Pat and I are so grateful to 
claim you all as our family. 
New Year Blessings, 
RevLon 

January 6 we will ordain 
and/or install our newest 
elders, the class of 2021: 
Mike Hofmann, Teresa Grif-
fith, and Billie Ann Bevels 
(Due to a scheduling con-
flict, Larry Wilson will be 
ordained and installed on 
January 13.) 
Also, Alan Johnson will be 

acknowledged as our elected 
Trustee for the class of 2021. 
We are grateful for their 
willingness to recognize 
God’s call through the pro-
cess of our church’s election.  
We also want to give thanks 
for our elder class of 2018, 
who have faithfully served 

over the past three years: 
Delight Alexander, Luanne 
Cole, Anna Leasure, Jane 
Mosley, and Dick Peyton. 

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF NEW ELDERS 

It Takes Grace... 

JANUARY SESSION  
MEETING 

Due to New Year’s Day falling 
on the first Tuesday of the 
month, our stated Session 

meeting for January will be 
Tuesday, January 8 at 6:00PM. 
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I know that it’s hard to believe, 
at least for me, that years con-
tinue to click by faster as I age. 
Can anyone explain that to me? 
When I was a kid it seemed like 
forever for things to happen in 
the speed with which I wanted 
them to happen, you know, like 
Christmas, birthday, and sum-
mer break. Anymore it’s as if 
time doesn’t have the same 
effect it once did. Or maybe it’s 
the attitude with which I few 
things then as opposed to now.  

As we look forward to a new 
year, we can choose to have an 
attitude of excited anticipation 
or gloomy dread. Or maybe 
somewhere in the middle like 
cautiously optimistic. Paul liked 
to share with those he minis-
tered to about life and where 
they were at and how to live 
with this new faith in Jesus 
Christ they had. He used exam-
ples of citizenship loyalty, athlet-
ics, family, education, etc. to 
teach and show how Christ had 
taught and was teaching. So, in 
the coming year how will allow 
the time we’ve been given, no 
matter how fast it may or not go 
by, to live and love?  

In the coming year can we 
choose to forgive instead of 
condemning? Can we choose to 
encourage instead of criticizing? 
Will we be agents of change 

based on our faith instead of 
our political persuasion? Are 
there areas of injustice that God 
is calling us to speak up for 
based on our weaknesses in-
stead of our strengths? How will 
we allow our past to stay there 
and move towards the goal God 
is calling us towards? We learn 
from our experiences, but we 
don’t live there do we? Time 
continues to move, and we 
move along with it, either 
fighting the flow or finding our 
pace in it. I pray our attitude of 
humility would continue to 
show those around us that, as 
C.S. Lewis said, we don’t less of 
ourselves, we just think of our-
selves less.  

Paul had shared about an expe-
rience in his past he could boast 
about but then chose to say this, 
“That experience is worth boast-
ing about, but I’m not going to 
do it. I will boast only about my 
weaknesses. If I wanted to 
boast, I would be no fool in 
doing so, because I would be 
telling the truth. But I won’t do 
it, because I don’t want anyone 
to give me credit beyond what 
they can see in my life or hear 
in my message, even though I 
have received such wonderful 
revelations from God. So to 
keep me from becoming proud, 
I was given a thorn in my flesh, 
a messenger from Satan to tor-

ment me and keep me from 
becoming proud.  Three differ-
ent times I begged the Lord to 
take it away. Each time he said, 
“My grace is all you need. My 
power works best in weakness.” 
So now I am glad to boast about 
my weaknesses, so that the pow-
er of Christ can work through 
me. That’s why I take pleasure 
in my weaknesses, and in the 
insults, hardships, persecutions, 
and troubles that I suffer for 
Christ. For when I am weak, 
then I am strong.” 2 Corinthi-
ans 12:5-10 

Thank you, on behalf of Denise 
and myself, for all the many 
ways you have blessed us over 
this past year! We are so grateful 
for your encouragement, wis-
dom and generosity you’ve 
shown us. May we all love God 
with all of lives and love our 
neighbors as God is calling to 
love them and may we walk 
daily knowing that His grace is 
all we need, even in our weak-
ness! God is good, all the time! 
And all the time, God is good! 

In Christ’s Love, 

Rob 

Romans 12 

old patterns of “going 
through the motions” and 
bring hope and life into eve-
ry marriage. Please join us 
for the study, “Cherish: The 
One Word That Changes 
Everything For Your Mar-
riage”. 
We are looking forward to 
our marriage enrichment 
study this year as we look to 
God’s word to guide how we 
cherish and love our 

Most married couples sur-
vive by gritting their teeth 
and holding on. However, as 
Gary Thomas reveals in this 
video Bible study, couples 
can not only survive but 
actually thrive in marriage 
when they learn how to 
cherish one another. This 
simple practice of cherish-
ing—noticing, appreciating, 
honoring, and encouraging 
one another—can reverse 

spouse. Please come join us 
starting January 20th , we 
will meet Sundays at 5-6:30, 
with a meal included. Please 
sign up on the flyers in the 
bulletin and drop in the offer-
ing or call the church office. 
Thanks and we look forward 
to learning with you God’s 
plan and purpose for our 
marriages! For more infor-
mation please ask Denise 
and Rob Wilson. 

Marriage Enrichment Classes 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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Our Disciples’ Path Bible Study 
will start up again January 9, at 
6:00PM, following our fellowship 
meal at 5:15PM.  The Wednesdays 
of January will focus on our life in 
Christ: 
January   9:  Living in Community 
(Acts 2:42-47) 
January 16:  Spirit-Filled Life (Acts 
2:1-12) 
January 23:  Serving His Kingdom 
(Luke 18:18-30) 
January 30:  Spreading the Good 
News (Acts 17:22-31) 

Our Bible Study is discussion based 
and any questions can be asked as we 
learn what the Scriptures tell us with 
the idea in mind of using what we 
learn in practical ways. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

November  

         2018 

Income   $19,742.18  YTD Income  $289,625.62 

Expense  -$21,726.24  YTD Expense -$301,360.63 

Net    -$1,984.06  YTD Net   -$11,735.01 

 

Undesignated    YTD Undesignated 

Income   $16,786.18  YTD Income  $241,612.12 

Expense  -$19,362.59  YTD Expense -$230,888.72 

Net    -$2,576.41  YTD Net   $10,723.40 

 

Designated    YTD Designated 

Income   $2,956.00  Income   $48,013.50 

Expense  -$2,363.65  Expense  -$70,471.91 

 

Operating Funds 

Beginning Balance 11/01/2018 $220,722.87 

 

Ending Balance  11/30/2018 $218,725.07 

FINANCES AT A GLANCE 

LIVING WATERS FOR 
THE WORLD WOR-
SHIP: JANUARY 13 
Our church’s Living Wa-
ters mission team will lead 
our worship service on 
January 13.  Our focus will 
be on missions God di-
rects us toward.  We will 
also hear firsthand obser-
vations of the mission 
team who served God and 
the town of Opichen, 
Mexico in October of 
2018. 



4th Cheryl Lane 

6th Tem & Julie Major (A) 

7th Mike Bourland 

9TH Jim Hendrix 

Claudia Arnett 

12th Haley Cope 

 Kaleb White 

13th  Leslie Major 

14th Suzanne Henley 

17th Angie Crawford 

19th Bob & Marge Wilkerson (A) 

21st Mike Ladd 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

 

No Activities 

3 4 5 

6 7 8 

6PM Session 

Meeting 

9 

5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 
5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

17 18 19 

9-Noon  

Presbytery Retreat 

20 

5-6:30 Marriage 

Enrichment Class 

21 22 23 
5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

24 25 26 

27 
5-6:30 Marriage 

Enrichment Class 

28 29 30 
5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

31   

January 2019 

24th Pete Phelan 

26th Dick Peyton 

27th David Thomas 

28th Logan Taylor 

29th Paula Milligan 

 Larry & Suzanne Wilson (A) 


