
INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

THE MESSIAH SUC-

CESS! 

2 

NEW SESSION...NEW 

YEAR 

2 

YOUTH NEWS 2 

REMEMBER 3 

FAMINE OF GOD’S 

WORD 

4 

STEWARDSHIP DEDI-

CATION 

5 

QUESTIONNAIRE RE-

SPONSES 

5 

SPECIAL DATES: 
 New Year’s Day, January 1, 

2017 

 Epiphany, January 6, 2017 

 Baptism of the Lord, January 

8, 2017 

 Martin Luther King Jr. Birth-

day Observance, January 16, 

2017 

 Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity, January 18-25, 2017 

of a major renovation?  The 

end result, though, for the 

house and for us, would be 

something of true beauty and 

function. 

A question to start off our new 

year: In review of my life in 

Christ, would I benefit more 

from a simple remodel or a 

major renovation? 

 

Gracious God, in this new 

year, may our hearts and 

minds be open to You. 

May our lives be available to 

You.  We all have places within 

us that have 

been transformed by Your 

grace.  But, we all have parts 

of the ‘old house’ 

still needing some heavy-duty 

construction.  Give us courage, 

Lord, to 

receive Your Word openly.  

Teach us.  Challenge us.  En-

courage us.  

Transform us.  Renovate us, 

that You would receive all the 

glory.  Amen. 

“So I tell you this, and insist 

on it in the Lord, that you must 

no longer  

live as the Gentiles do, in the 

futility of their think-

ing.” [Ephesians 4:17] 

 

Do you ever watch those home 

remodeling shows on TV?  A 

few of them start out as simply 

easy rehabs that turn into major 

(and expensive) remodels.  A 

lot of them, though, seem to 

focus on homes that people 

choose, then take on major 

renovations – walls knocked 

out, new flooring, expanded 

kitchens or baths.  In reality, 

the end result is a brand new 

home.  No minor remodel, but 

a major renovation into some-

thing new and wonderful. 

Too often, Christians consider 

their identity in Christ as a 

minor remodel – put your faith 

in Christ, take on a new moral 

here or there, give up some 

habit contrary to our faith.  But 

for the most part, don’t get too 

crazy with that identity-in-

Christ thing.  Surely we don’t 

have to go over the deep end 

with a complete turn-around in 

our lifestyle…Do we? 

This minor remodel approach 

to Christianity falls far short of 

the biblical vision.  

Maybe this new year 

might be a good opportunity to 

reflect on a passage in Ephe-

sians that goes in depth as to 

what it means to think and live 

as a Christian.  (Yes, it in-

volves more than a coat of 

paint or scented candles in the 

foyer.)   

Ephesians 4:17-5:33 lays out a 

vision, not of a minor remodel, 

but of a major renovation.  As 

followers of Christ, we don’t 

simply believe and act a little 

differently around some people 

some of the time.  Rather, we 

tear down most of the lifestyle 

house we have built, so that, in 

partnership with God and His 

people, we might build some-

thing altogether new.  We put 

off the old self so that we 

might put on the new. 

Read this passage; truly con-

sider how it affects your way 

of living, and open your mind 

to places where God is saying, 

“Pay attention to this.”  Some 

of the passage will be wel-

come, even inspiring.  Some of 

it, most likely will be challeng-

ing, even baffling or upsetting.  

But don’t you suppose if a 

house had feelings, it wouldn’t 

rejoice during the first stages 

LIVING WATERS FOR THE WORLD RELIEF 

We have received a letter of 

thanks from Lynn Kszos, 

president of the LWW board 

of directors.  Following Hur-

ricane Matthew, several wa-

ter installations in Haiti were 

knocked out of service.  They 

were in need of help in re-

placing solar panels and re-

storing other parts pertaining 

to Living Waters for the 

World water treatment facili-

ties.  Slowly but surely, these 

installations are coming back 

up and on line in communi-

ties desperately in need of life

-sustaining clean water.  The 

$500 we sent goes a long way 

toward that effort.   

www.newfpc.com  

IT TAKES GRACE 



 

Once again, our church had the privi-

lege (and responsibility) of hosting the 

community chorale’s presentation of 

“Messiah.”  For the 55th year, Madi-

sonville and the surrounding area was 

gifted with the product of hard work 

and dedication of a 50-plus member 

choral group, including trumpets and 

tympani.  Over the past few years, our 

church has been blessed to be the host 

to hundreds of people who hear the 

words of Scripture set to the beautiful 

music of Handel.  We should be so 

very proud of this group of singers and 

musicians, several of 

them from our 

church family.  We 

should also be proud 

of the fine work done 

at the audio/visual 

table, doing their part to provide the 

wonderful sounds for those in attend-

ance and those listening over the radio.  

Also, a big thank you is in order for all 

the folks who helped make the terrific 

treats for the reception after the perfor-

mance.  The food and the table settings 

were tasty and beautiful.  One more 

time, we have opened the doors of our 

church to the community, serving our 

friends and neighbors, as I believe 

Christ would ask us to do. 

W. KY Presbytery Youth 

Fall Retreat which was an-

other great experience to 

grow closer to God. Four of 

our students attended Chrys-

alis #55, Kaleb White, Ash-

lee Goodwin, Makayla 

Stone and Emilee Higgs. 

And after our fundraiser in 

November we were able to 

buy gifts for 4 Angel Tree 

Thank you so much for all 

your encouragement and 

support you’ve given our 

youth over the year and spe-

cifically the past couple of 

months. Six students, 

Hunter Harris, Dee Allen, 

Isabella Tapp, Haley Cope, 

Emily Fischels and Keelie 

Carter along with Michael 

Milam and me attended the 

children and buys sports 

balls for the Christmas Pa-

looza event for low income 

children held at Browning 

Springs with the $1002.00 

donations you made. Our 

youth did an amazing job 

shopping for and blessing 

those children here in our 

community.   

YOUTH NEWS 

fidence, but also God’s call to serve His 

church. 

With new elders coming on, we are grate-

ful for the work of those who are rotating 

off after their years of service.  We thank 

these good folks and God for what they 

have accomplished individually and 

through the work of the Session: Dale 

Davis, Aimee Goodwin, Mike Ladd, Mi-

chael Milam, Bill Stewart, and trustee 

Kendrick Nuttall. 

And of course, do not leave out of your 

prayer those who return to the Session for 

one or two more years: Janet Agin, Dan-

ny Byrum, Susie Jackson, Tem Major, 

Patsy Sutton, Delight Alexander, Luanne 

Cole, Anna Leasure, Jane Mosley, Dick 

Peyton, along with trustees Jerry Klym 

and Rick Lee.  Everyone’s willingness to 

participate and serve will be the best way 

possible to assist our Session in carrying 

out the ministry Christ has given us here 

as this part of His body. 

NEW SESSION...NEW YEAR 

Last month the congregation elected new 

elders and a new trustee.  Our elected 

leaders serve a three-year term, rotating a 

new class in each January.  We welcome 

to our Session this month elders Ruth 

Hendrix, Becky Moore, James McClain, 

and Shirley Michael, along with trustee 

Ed Moore.  Officially, they will be or-

dained and installed on January 8 during 

worship, with their first meeting being 

only a couple days later, on January 10.  

Please pray for these members as they 

have accepted not only your vote of con-

“We should be so very proud of this group of singers and musicians,…” 

TIDINGS 

THE MESSIAH SUCCESS! 
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1st Barbara LaRoy 

4th Cheryl Lane 

5th Madeline Morgan 

 Floyd Gordon 

 Melissa Agin 

7th Mike Bourland 

9th Jim Hendrix 

 Claudia Arnett 

12th Haley Cope 

 Kaleb White 

13th Leslie Franklin 

14th Suzanne Henley 

16th Steve Walker 

 Elle McAfee 

17th Angie Crawford 

 Tommy Qualls 

19th Bob & Marge Wilkerson (A) 

20th Belinda Hust 

21st Mike Ladd 

24th Pete Phelan 

25th Bill Stewart 

26th Dick Peyton 

27th David Thomas 

28th Kelly Franklin 

 Logan Taylor 

29th Paula Milligan 

 Larry & Suzanne Wilson (A) 

 Linda Polk 

 

tion. You have probably already experi-

enced it a lot as we’ve gone through the 

most popular holidays of the year. So just 

keep it going! Don’t let the darkness hide 

the light that is living in you! Be the dif-

ference makers, be the joy givers and the 

life lovers. Make the most of what you’ve 

been given and live this life to the fullest! 

Allow this love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle-

ness and self-control, this Fruit of the 

Spirit to guide you in all that you do and 

say in 2017. It’s a gift, be grateful for it 

and allow it to shape your character. Be 

an encourager instead of a complainer, be 

a giver instead of waiting to receive, be 

compassionate instead of critical and 

allow truth and grace to flow from your 

life as easily and naturally as breathing is. 

Have a great 2017 and thanks for all the 

blessings you’ve poured into Denise and 

me over the past year. Your generosity, 

encouragement and support are amazing 

and we love you all so very much! 

 

Galatians 5:16-17, 22-26, “So I say, let 

the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then 

you won’t be doing what your sinful na-

ture craves. 17 The sinful nature wants to 

do evil, which is just the opposite of what 

the Spirit wants. And the Spirit gives us 

desires that are the opposite of what the 

sinful nature desires. These two forces 

are constantly fighting each other, so you 

are not free to carry out your good inten-

tions.” “But the Holy Spirit produces this 

kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-

ness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. 

There is no law against these things! 
24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have 

nailed the passions and desires of their 

sinful nature to his cross and crucified 

them there. 25 Since we are living by the 

Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in 

every part of our lives. 26 Let us not be-

come conceited, or provoke one another, 

or be jealous of one another.” Amen! God 

is so good, all the time! And all the time, 

God is good! 

 

In Christ’s Love, 

Rob 

Romans 12 

“REMEMBER” 

My ability to remember things is getting 

to be a challenge. How about you? I’m 

not sure if it’s an age thing or something 

else but it’s kind of scary to not retrieve 

those things that once came easily. I want 

to focus on those positive things that have 

impacted my life and forget the negative 

but it can be a challenge at times to do so. 

God has given us so much to be thankful 

for and nothing we can attain this side of 

heaven compares to the unmatched secu-

rity and peace of knowing God has pur-

sued us, loves us, and wants us regardless 

of what we’ve done or haven’t done to try 

and earn that gift. It is an attitude of grati-

tude that I must constantly try and re-

member to keep, regardless of the posi-

tive or negatives of life. No one can take 

away my security of being in Christ and 

Him in me! Period, end of story, drop the 

mike, that’s it! So that’s what we have 

and that’s more than enough, don’t you 

think?! Jesus tells us to remember Him in 

our communion times which is not lim-

ited to just during that moment but with 

each step, breath, moment of our lives. 

Remember how much you are loved and 

with that knowledge allow it to penetrate 

every area and aspect of your life.  

 

As we begin a new year and look forward 

to the year ahead let’s try and maintain 

this same attitude, one of joy and celebra-
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FAMINE OF GOD'S WORD 

"The days are coming, declares the 

Sovereign Lord, when I will send a 
famine in the land - not a famine of 

food or a thirst for water, but a fam-
ine of hearing the words of the Lord. 

Men will stagger from sea to sea and 

wander from north to east, searching 
for the word of the Lord, but will not 

find it."  

Amos 8: 11-12 
This text reveals to us that God is 

ruling in this world and universe. He 

is the one who executes His purposes. 

He can bless and he can punish.  To-

day the world  does not see the hand 

of God in anything, and when devas-

tation of various kinds come, the 

world simply sees execution of natu-

ral law, and blind mindless force. In 

every tragedy man mourns, but, be-

lieves he is able to control his envi-

ronment, and all he needs is more 

knowledge and understanding of the 

world. Even in the Church there is an 

atmosphere that believes God does 

not intervene in judgment, He is uni-

versal love, and overlooks sin, and 

would not judge anybody, regardless 

of behavior. This text gives us the 

truth that God is sovereign, and does 

execute His Word in the world, and 

what he threatens he can and will 

perform. Amos assures us that God 

does not look on evil and godlessness 

with indifference, and although his 

love is seen in providing forgiveness 

through Christ’s sacrifice, he will 

execute judgment on sinners when 

they refuse his pleading to repent and 

be saved. 

There is still a message of grace and 

love, and this is seen in the words 

"The days are coming." By this we 

can see that God who is going to car-

ry out his threat, announces it well in 

advance, so that all who believe it, 

and seek to flee from the wrath to 

come, have time and opportunity to 

repent, and seek Grace from the Lord. 

We can see this grace in the book of 

Jonah where God determined to de-

stroy the city of Nineveh on account 

of its wickedness, withdrew the judg-

ment, because of their sincere repent-

ance on hearing the preaching of Jo-

nah. 

Then the text gives us the nature of 

what God says he will do. It is plainly 

a judgment, and it has finality about it 

because famine of food for the soul 

will bring about spiritual and ever-

lasting death. The picture is not simp-

ly a withdrawal of the word of God; 

but also that people will then begin to 

feel their need, and realize the hunger 

in their souls, but now, whatever they 

do, they will not be able to find the 

food of God's word. 

The text does not say that the written 

word of God is withdrawn. The Bible 

may be present in abundance. What 

the text is saying is that there will be 

no work of the Spirit to give under-

standing to people concerning the 

food which the soul needs. This 

means that people will be still able to 

read God's word, but will not be able 

either to accept its message nor apply 

the truth. 

In the threat there is an indication that 

there will be at last a hunger of soul 

realized and felt, but that though food 

will be diligently and urgently 

sought, there will be no food found. 

In other words there will be a total 

withdrawal of any true understanding 

to the truth. People may well be seek-

ing the food of God's word, and be 

reading the Scriptures, but under-

standing will elude them. The illus-

tration of this is in the account of the 

Ethiopian eunuch who was reading 

from the prophet Isaiah chapter 53. 

He had no understanding of the mes-

sage and meaning of what he read 

until, by the Spirit of God, Philip was 

brought to the eunuch and was the 

given the grace and ability to explain 

the meaning, and the Spirit opened 

the eunuch's mind to receive and un-

derstand the message. 

 In the days of Amos God warned 

Israel that such a famine was threat-

ened, but still left time for people to 

come to their senses and repent, so 

the message of Amos is a call to the 

church to wake up to the danger, and 

repent and turn to God's word again. 

There is no true food for the soul un-

less the authority of the Bible as the 

infallible word of God is revived and 

received again. Only if there is total 

submission to God's word, and its 

meaning sought, received and be-

lieved, can this famine be avoided. 

The Church still has the structure of 

true Christianity. Let us return to the 

truth of God's word, and plead with 

God to be owned by Him and His 

Spirit, and preach and teach the 

whole truth without equivocation. 

Otherwise, the famine will become 

permanent and eventually the Church 

will become empty and pass away, 

and there will be nowhere for the 

hungry soul to find food. It has hap-

pened like this before. Israel (the ten 

tribes making up the northern king-

dom) did not repent and seek the 

Lord, and they disappeared altogeth-

er. Christian churches have disap-

peared, which once flourished with 

spiritual life. God will not be patient 

and long-suffering forever. (Majority 

of text taken from public domain @ 

www.wordoflife.uk.com.) 

This ‘New Year’, “Seek the Lord 

while you can find him.  Call upon 

him while he is near (Isaiah 55:6).” 

On the Inside, Pete. 

FAMINE OF GOD’S WORD 
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The Session has worked overtime this 

year in preparing a budget for 2017.  

They have dealt with ways to continue 

the programs and ministry we’ve all 

come to appreciate, and feel assured 

that at the same time we are looking at 

realistic expectations of finances to 

provide for these programs and minis-

tries. 

The Session has also been working 

hard to find the best ways to encourage 

and utilize the church family’s skills 

and abilities in what we accomplish. 

To that end, we tried not to force our 

budgeting or time and talent processes 

into the same time frame we have used 

previously, leading up to a Stewardship 

Dedication.   

Our Stewardship Dedication Sunday 

will be January 15.  Between now and 

then we will have available for every-

one Time and Talent checklists and 

pledge cards.  We ask that you com-

plete these for that dedication service, 

with the understanding that this year’s 

Time and Talent booklets will be uti-

lized more than at any time in the past.  

If you are willing to offer yourself to 

the ministry, be sure you will be con-

tacted! 

the whole church family for 

your participation and assis-

tance in this blessed season, 

along with your kind acts 

and gifts.  We truly love you 

all! 

This past Advent and Christ-

mas season has been so 

good…with opportunities 

galore to feel and express 

the depth of God’s love in 

the gift of His Son, Jesus 

Christ.  Pat and I, along with 

everyone on the church staff 

and their families, offer our 

appreciation and thanks to 

THANK YOU! 

does matter and will go a long way 

toward the ministry we provide and 

how it might best be carried out.  We 

have set January 8 as the last day to 

return questionnaires.  At that time all 

the information will be compiled in a 

way that we will be able to share all 

responses with everyone at a meeting 

of the church family. 

QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES 

The membership questionnaires that 

went out a few weeks ago are being 

returned in a timely manner.  If you 

have already returned yours, thank you 

so much.  If you haven’t yet, you are 

encouraged to bring it by the office, 

send it in, or place it in the Sunday of-

fering basket.  What you have to say 

“What you have to say does matter and will go a long way toward the ministry we provide…” 
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January 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 
5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

5 6 7 

8 

Ordination/

Installation of New 

Elders 

9 

9:30 Norma Siria Cr 

10 

 

 

7PM Session Mtg 

11 

5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 
5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

19 

 

7PM Living Water 

Planning Meeting 

20 21 

22 23 24 25 
5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

26 27 28 

29 30 31     


