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It’s a weird and bizarre world.  

The weight of sin this past week 

has been so evident.  My prayer 

has been that every evil and bad 

thing on the news might drive 

believers and non-believers to 

their knees before God, as we 

acknowledge Him, His love and 

forgiveness and grace in the midst 

of so much terror and tragedy. 

As murder and terror and floods 

and tragedy claim more lives, and 

as decent people seem all too ea-

ger to debate fault and politics, I 

am at a place this morning where I 

must simply rely on God’s Word 

being what Jesus says it is.  As His 

time on earth was nearing its end, 

Jesus prayed to the Father about 

us: “Sanctify them by the truth; 

Your word is truth.” [John 17:17] 

There is no way we deserve that 

kind of prayerful consideration, 

yet Jesus’ love and forgiveness and 

grace is greater than our sin.  As 

God’s own, we are redeemed. 

 

Did you see America’s Got Talent a 

couple weeks ago?  An interesting 

story of redemption was told in 

less than a minute, along with the 

song that followed.  The Edgar 

Family (mom, dad, and daughter) 

sang an old Pretenders song, “I’ll 

Stand by You.”  The explanation 

of why they chose this song 

should make every Christian sit up 

and pay attention. 

The mother said she was a Chris-

tian singer and ended up getting 

pregnant and being a teen mom, 

so she was basically kicked out of 

the Christian industry.  Lots of 

people gave up on her and life got 

messy.  She admitted to making 

bad decisions, and it has taken her 

over a decade to get turned around 

again.  “However,” she said, 

“God’s grace is bigger than any-

thing.” 

 

So, there was Mom, the teenage 

girl who was her “mistake,” and 

the man she later married and 

became the adopted dad.  They are 

now an intact family, and that 

night they were witnessing in an 

auditorium full of folks (of whom 

many most likely would not have 

heard her message if she had gone 

her anticipated way years earlier).  

And the audience loved their sing-

ing and their message. 

What the good Christians had 

judged and rejected as damaged 

goods, the world embraced.  Isn’t 

that kind of response what good 

Christians ought to be about…if 

we believe in God’s love and for-

giveness and grace?  Maybe that’s 

why Jesus seemed more comforta-

ble with the outsiders than the 

“churchy folks.” 

 

When the Edgar Family sang “I’ll 

Stand by You,” I wonder who they 

were really thinking about.  The 

Lord maybe, because, well, that is 

what He does.  But maybe as they 

sang, they had in mind all those 

people in the audience who identi-

fied with their mistakes – sinners 

who understood.  They truly were 

standing by her, because by the 

time the song ended they were 

giving the Edgars a standing ova-

tion. [youtube.com search “Edgar 

Family America’s Got Talent”] 

I wish there could be a close-up 

shot of each person standing 

there, cheering loudly with tears 

running down their faces.  I wish 

we could see them, those sinners 

who understand.  Because if they 

all stood up together in Madi-

sonville and Hopkins County and 

across the nation and around the 

world, do you know who they 

would be?  You, me, and all those 

Jesus asked His Father to sanctify 

by truth.  The same Jesus who told 

His followers, “I tell you, open 

your eyes and look at the fields!  

They are ripe for harvest.” [John 

4:35]    

Be a summer blessing, friends! 

RevLon  

It Takes Grace... 

The 
manse kitchen has been up-
dated with new tile floor, 
countertops and backsplash, 
an additional cabinet, and 

repaired ceiling!  Thank you 
all so much!   

Love, Lon and Pat  

Thanks to all the church family... 
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Where do you find your mission? Is it 
people closest to you? Does your 
immediate family know the truth of 
Jesus love? Has a spouse, a child, a 
sibling or parent been your mission 
for years? Don’t quit and don’t allow 
them to ever get away from you with-
out showing them the goodness of 
God revealed to us in His Son, our 
Savior and Lord Jesus Christ who 
indwells in you! 

Maybe your mission field is your 
work. Do you enter your work with 
an attitude that you’re grateful to have 
the job you have and everyone sees 
that? Are you working for your em-
ployer as though you are working for 
God? Do you show those around you 
that everything you have is not your 
own but a blessing from God? Are 
you generous with your speech and 
time towards your coworkers? Do 
they know that God has given us the 
responsibility to manage everything 
He has created for us here? 

For some of you the mission is a 
place where you are not exactly com-
fortable? Maybe it’s a real stretch for 
you and it’s serving some folks that 
you may have had certain opinions of 
that needed to change. I share these 
with you because I believe when Jesus 
told His disciples to go, He used plac-
es that brought to mind different 
areas and ideas of where they would 
be going. Jerusalem was a place that 
had been familiar even though they 
faced opposition, just like immediate 
family or those we know well. Judea 
was further out away from where they 
may have more support but still in a 
country that would for the most part 

hold to their same beliefs. But Samaria 
was a place that they would want to 
avoid, a place of discomfort and ten-
sion. Jews and Samaritans didn’t get 
along and Jesus made a point to in-
clude a place that they might want to 
avoid. But in Samaria we remember 
one of the first evangelist in an unlikely 
person. A woman on the lowest of 
social standings to Jews and to her 
own people. Jesus tells her that she has 
access to Him regardless of her past or 
present circumstances or social status. 
The woman Jesus met at the well in 
Samaria received what Jesus offered, 
living water, and then she bore witness 
or testified to what she had experi-
enced in Him. For her it was possibly 
the first time she had ever felt respect, 
love and acceptance. 

Do you realize you and I have a mis-
sion? I believe our mission field is 
wherever we are. Each day we have 
opportunities to love God and those 
around us or we can choose not to. So 
we are thankful for the mission work 
done in Xoy, Mexico and for potential 
future sites and our friends there in the 
faith. And we are thankful for the op-
portunity to go to a place yet to be 
seen in Pine Ridge, South Dakota and 
see how God will show Himself there. 
And for the future only God knows 
where you and I will go but I hope and 
pray that we will all know and never 
forget that we don’t go alone but He 
goes with us, before us and behind us! 
You see God has given us this one 
thing we need more than anything else 
which is all of Himself. What does that 
do to your outlook on everything in 
your life? What you think of God will 
determine what you value as mission in 

life. Our mission each day is to bear 
witness to or testify to what we have 
experienced in the truth of Jesus Christ. 
Just as the woman at the well found out 
we have experienced life change not 
based on anything we’ve done or not 
done but by the sheer abundant unend-
ing undeserved Grace of God given to 
us in His Son our Savior and Lord Jesus 
Christ! People like you and me have 
experienced life change, transformation, 
redemption and love that surpasses any-
thing we could hope for. I hope and pray 
people see, hear and know Whose we 
are! God is good, all the time! 

 “But the time is coming—indeed it’s 
here now—when true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth. 
The Father is looking for those who will 
worship him that way.  For God is Spirit, 
so those who worship him must worship 
in spirit and in truth.”  The woman said, 
“I know the Messiah is coming—the one 
who is called Christ. When he comes, he 
will explain everything to us.”  Then 
Jesus told her, “I am the Messiah!” John 
4:24-26 (Read the whole story in John 4) 

“And so, dear brothers and sisters, I 
plead with you to give your bodies to 
God because of all he has done for you. 
Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—
the kind he will find acceptable. This is 
truly the way to worship him.  Don’t 
copy the behavior and customs of this 
world, but let God transform you into a 
new person by changing the way you 
think. Then you will learn to know 
God’s will for you, which is good and 
pleasing and perfect.” Romans 12: 1-2 

In Christ’ Love, 

Rob, Romans 12 

community rewards program. You can 
go to our website newfpc.com and find 
instructions here under the kids 
tab, http://www.newfpc.com/kids/krog
er-community-rewards. Thanks again 
for you prayers and support! 

August 12th we will host the W. KY 
Presbytery Youth Council overnight 

Thanks to everyone who supports and 
prays for all the youth here at our 
church. We are experiencing the bless-
ings of that support as we venture into 
mission trips, fall & winter retreats, 
regular youth groups and special 
events in between. If you’re interested 
in supporting our youth in a financial 
way you can do so through Kroger 

“MISSION” 

YOUTH NEWS  
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with the purpose of picking next year’s 
high school mission site and to plan for 
our Fall Retreat at Camp Loucon. We 
will also be going to the Presbytery 
meeting at the Brain Injury Adventure 
Camp in Henderson Coun-
ty Saturday morning. More detail will 
come closer to the event. 

http://newfpc.com/
http://www.newfpc.com/kids/kroger-community-rewards
http://www.newfpc.com/kids/kroger-community-rewards


July Birthdays & Anniversaries 

1st Joe & Carolyn Guion (A) 

2nd Jane Mosley 

4th Lon Lorton 

7th McKenzie Conover 

9th Justin Tabor 

 Addie Crawford 

14th Susan Fischels 

15th Joel & Cindy Lansden (A) 

 Andrew Walker 

 

16th Carolyn Guion 

 Peggy Phelan 

18th Rita Peyton 

19th Greg & Cheryl Lane (A) 

22nd Leah Crawford 

23rd Jean Lynn 

 Noah Taylor 

24th Courtney Farris 

25th Lisa Ladd 

26th Gayle Tabor 

27th Jane Baker 

 Joe Guion 

 Cameron Hunt 

30th James & Janet McClain (A) 

 Delores Steinfeld 

 

Page 3 TIDINGS 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 

Session @ 
7:00PM 

6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 

Movie Night @ 
7:30PM 

21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 

Girl Time Group 
@ 5:30PM 

28 29 30 

31       

July 2016 



On June 19th, we wel-

comed our newest mem-

bers, Meg Wells and Bill 

Metheny. 

 

Meg lives at 1395 Wolf 

Hollow Road in Manitou 

[270.875.0309]. 

 

Bill lives at 1725 Island 

Ford Road in Madi-

sonville [270.836.1207].                             
 

 

neighbor's kids, or just 

bring yourself. We will meet 

in the fellowship hall 

at 7:30 on Wednes-

day night the 20th. Subject 

to change location if we 

Hello folks, just wanted to 

invite you to our July mov-

ie, HOME. It is an animat-

ed film that I think all ages 

can all enjoy. Invite your 

kids, grand kids and 

have a grand 

turnout. Pop-

corn and drinks 

provided. Hope to see you 

there. From the Congrega-

tional Care Committee 

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS! 

Family Movie Night 

Page 4 TIDINGS 

GIRL TIME GROUP 

The Girl Time 
Group will be 
meeting on 
Wednesday, July 
27 at 5:30 in the fel-
lowship hall. 
Please bring some-
thing for potluck 

and cards or a game 
to play. Hope to see 
all you girls there! 
You can bring a girl-
friend, daughter, or 
mother if you’d like! 



FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

We had a wonderful response to our last plea for funds!  However, the General Fund (Faith Promise) still 
needs your help.  Below is the month of May and the year to date General Fund income and expenses of 
our church.  The General Fund expenses still exceed our income year to date, but our May giving cut the 
shortfall in half! 

MONTH INCOME EXPENSES SHORTFALL/GAIN 

May  $30,793  $23,242             $7,551 

Jan-May  $109,383  $117,239            ($7,856) 

The designated funds (Building, Prayer Garden, etc.) are still well funded, but or General Fund still needs 
help. 

Thanks for your support! 

Dale Davis 

Tem Major 

Finance Committee 
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As you know Rick, Susanna, 

Tem, and I had the opportunity 

to visit the Yucatan including 

Xoy and our new partner San 

Diego Buena Vista.  As I write 

this I am anticipating you will 

hear a detailed report before this 

newsletter gets in your hand.  

However, Xoy is doing great.  

They are serving surrounding 

communities and their own, 

with agua purificada and em-

ploying three operators.  It 

seemed to me the town has tak-

en what God has given them 

and increased their blessings by 

increasing their ministry. San 

Diego Buena Vista is in dire 

need and it is time for us as a 

church to take what God has 

given us and increase our bless-

ings by increasing our ministry.  

We need money, plain and simple.  

We have received generous support, 

but we need more if we are to help 

children have clean water.  All the 

funds collected are used for building 

the plant and equipment.  The grin-

gos pay their own way to Mexico, 

and pay for their lodging and meals, 

and donate to the project financially 

and physically.  What I ask is that 

you consider options to give as you 

have received.  You may say you 

have no resources to give.  Times 

are hard, mines are shutting down, 

etc. Here is a proposal:  In lieu of 

gifts for your birthday, anniversary, 

grandparents day, Christmas, Pastor 

Appreciation Day, etc. ask those 

who might give you some tangible 

gift to give to the water project(s). 

Host a clean water party instead of a 

dirty Santa party.  Watch the Cats 

on tv instead of going to the 

game.  Have a quiet night at 

home with your sweetie instead 

of going somewhere for the 

weekend. You get the idea.  What 

did Jesus say?  If you do this for 

the least of these my children, 

you do it for me. I ask you to 

give and give generously.  If any 

of you are considering giving me 

a gift for some reason, please 

make a donation to the water 

projects in my name.  Thanks for 

reading this.   

God Bless You.  Pete. 

AQUA VIVA DEL ESPIRTU SANTO 
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