
•Sunday, March 24 
Palm/Passion Sunday 
•Wednesday, March 27 
Supper/Kids and Youth Pro-
grams/Adult Bible Study/
Choir Rehearsal  
•Thursday, March 28 
Maundy Thursday Commun-
ion Worship 
•Friday, March 29 
Twenty-Four Hour Prayer 
Vigil in Sanctuary (prayer 
times still available) 
•Sunday, March 31 
Easter Celebration! 
6:00AM  SonRise Worship in 
Chapel 
9:00AM  Breakfast in Gym  
(Egg Hunt at about 9:30) 
10:15AM  Celebration of the 
Resurrection in Sanctuary 
       
(featuring the choir cantata, 
“See What a Morning”) 

that most people who reject 
Jesus do it for the same rea-
son – because of a Christian 
they know. 
Our lives are either magnets 
that attract lost folks to 
Christ…or we are an excuse 
for them to walk away from 
salvation in Christ. 
This Lenten season is an op-
portunity to ask ourselves, 
“What is there in my life, my 
talk, my attitude, my treat-
ment of others that contra-
dicts Jesus in me?  If I’ve lost 
the trust of others by my 
hypocrisy, I’ve missed an 
opportunity to show them 
how real Jesus is.  I need to 
be seeking forgiveness.  The 
bad news is that we all need 
the same forgiveness at 
some level.  The really good 
news – news you can trust – 
is that God’s Son came…to 
die…so He could be resur-
rected…so we could live for 
Him, die in Him, and be res-
urrected with Him.   
“For the Word of the Lord is 
right and true; He is faithful 
in all He does.” [Psalm 33:4] 
That, friends, is good re-
porting of great news!  I 
hope you are sharing it! 
Blessings, 
RevLon  

Millions of people tuned 
into NBC every weeknight 
to hear accurate news.  
They made the connection 
of what can be seen and 
heard as truth with the 
voice of Brian Williams, the 
“news anchor.”  Millions 
trusted him…past tense.  
Past tense… They did trust 
him.  The most watched, 
most experienced news 
anchorman is now off the 
air for a while because of a 
lack of trust.   
Williams told dramatic sto-
ries of time spent in warring 
countries of the Middle East 
and harrowing stories as 
Hurricane Katrina devastat-
ed the gulf.  The problem 
was that he told different 
stories to different people.  
And recently his accounts of 
truth have been challenged 
by other people who were 
there at the same time.   
Brian Williams hasn’t just 
lost a job.  (Most likely, he’ll 
be back at the news desk.  
He’s made plenty of money 
to cover what may be lost in 
the fallout.)  Williams has 
lost the one thing a person 
of influence cannot afford 
to lose – trust. 
If you are reporting news, 
credibility is everything…

especially if that news is life
-or-death information.  The 
Gospel (Good News) is the 
only news dealing with eter-
nity.  The Bible says, “This 
Good News is about Christ…
is the power of God at 
work, saving everyone who 
believes” [Romans 1:16] 
Have you ever considered 
yourself a reporter of that 
News?  As a Christian, you 
may be the only reporter 
where you work, or go to 
school, or shop, or live. 
“He gave us this wonderful 
message…we are Christ’s 
ambassadors; God is making 
His appeal through us.  We 
speak for Christ when we 
plead, ‘Come back to God!’”  
[2 Corinthians 5:19-20] 
When you and I are given 
the responsibility of re-
porting that #1 news item 
every day, there’s one thing 
we cannot afford to lose…
trust. 
If your life does not back up 
your story, there’s little left 
to share.  A person has to 
trust the messenger if they 
are going to believe the 
message. 
It’s real interesting that 
most people come to Jesus 
because of a Christian in 
their life.  But did you know 

IT TAKES GRACE... 

MARCH 2015 

“FEAR” 2 

Youth News 2 

Xoy Update 2 

Birthdays & An-
niversaries 

3 

From the Inside 4 

Lenten Sermon 
Series 

5 

A Potluck of 
People 

5 

Easter Lily Infor-
mation 

5 

Inside this issue: 

Website: www.newfpc.com  

Our Wednesday Night Bible 
Study (6PM in the fellow-
ship hall) will take a break 
from our current study of 
Jesus’ parables to focus on 
His final words from the 
cross.  This is a video/

discussion series written by 
Adam Hamilton, who au-
thored 24 Hours That 
Changed the World.  We 
really hope you will take 
advantage of this oppor-
tunity to take a deeper look 

at Christ’s last words, each 
of them so meaningful to 
all of us. 

LENTEN SEASON BIBLE STUDY 



“FEAR” 

important is that they are learning 

and growing in their understanding 

of God’s love for them shown in 

Christ Jesus our Savior and Lord 

and their faith is growing deep and 

wide. Thanks again and God bless!!  

YOUTH NEWS 

Thanks to everyone who made food 

for or contributed to and supported 

our youth fundraiser on our post-

poned Ash Wednesday service! Your 

support and encouragement make so 

many things possible for the students 

that attend our youth groups. Most 

What makes you fear? Is it certain situ-

ations or circumstances? Do you fear 

the dark or what might be in the dark? 

Is weather a fear you have, not sunny 

and mild but stormy and unpredictable? 

As I write this we are in the middle of 

winter weather, strong winds and drop-

ping temperatures. Most of us remem-

ber the 2009 ice storm and the fears we 

now may have as a result of that storm. 

Our neighbors lost their home to the 

tornado of 2005 and they now have a 

real fear of potential tornadic storms. 

Unlike Jim Cantore who acts like a kid 

at the sound of thunder in snow storms, 

most of us have some history with 

weather either good or bad that has 

played a part in our reaction to certain 

forecasts.  

 

I’m reading a daily devotional by Craig 

Groeschel called “Soul Detox”. In one 

of the readings he says and I quote, 

“there are 4 types of fears: fear of loss, 

fear of failures, fear of rejection, and 

fear of the unknown. It is very likely that 

you are struggling with one or more of 

these fears. These fears can paralyze you 

and keep you from God’s best. What you 

fear reveals what you value the most. 

What you fear reveals where you trust 

God the least.” End quote. Scripture tells 

us that we should not have a life filled 

with fear. But fear of loss, failure, rejec-

tion and the unknown pull at our hearts 

and minds to reject the common and 

constant reminder that God is with us in 

the midst of life. Just because certain 

things happen it doesn’t mean that God 

has abandoned us. It just might be an 

opportunity for Him to help us grow in 

our faith as we go through whatever life 

has. I keep kerosene and propane handy 

in the midst of possible power failures 

not because I’m scared but because I’ve 

learned. What about you? My prayer is 

that we all seek God with all that we 

have and submit to Him all that we have 

and trust that He will provide all that we 

need even in the middle of storms.  

 

“For God has not given us a spirit of 

fear and timidity, but of power, love, 

and self-discipline.” 2 Timothy 1:7. 

What fears are keeping you and I from 

trusting God completely with every-

thing. We can never lose Him. Our 

worth is not determined by our success-

es or failures. God will never reject us 

nor forsake us. And our confident hope 

is that even in the midst of the unknown 

we are known by the one who is and 

was and will always be! So let’s give 

our fears to God and allow His purpose, 

power and provision illuminate our 

lives. “So you have not received a spirit 

that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, 

you received God’s Spirit when he 

adopted you as his own children. Now 

we call him, “Abba, Father.” Romans 

8:15 God is good, all the time! 

 

In Christ’s Love, 

Rob 

Romans 12   
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TIDINGS 

Hola Amigos.  The dates for our re-

turn visit to the Iglesia El Divino 

Salvador Reformed Presbyterian 

Church in Xoy are set.  We will be 

flying out on June 6th, and returning 

on June 14th.  We will stay the first 

and last nights in Merida, but all the 

others in Peto, less than 10 kilome-

ters from Xoy.  As you can see from 

the picture, work is progressing on 

the water building.  We have begun 

to look into air travel, ground trans-

portation, and lodging.  The tempera-

ture in Xoy is in the 80’s and 90’s 

now, and we expect that it will be 

even warmer in June.  Thanks so 

much for your prayers and financial 

support.  Our water mission team 

continues to meet monthly to plan 

and pray for our partners.  We'd love 

to have anyone interested drop in to 

join the team or just catch up on the 

latest plans and pray with us.   

Dios es Bueno!  

MARCH XOY MISSION UPDATE 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

9:30AM Norma Siria 

Circle 

 

7PM GB Team Mtgs 

3 

 

 

7PM Session Meeting 

4 

 

5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

5 6 7 

8 9 

 

 

7PM GB Team Mtgs 

10 11 

 

5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

12 13 14 

15 16 

 

 

7PM GB Team Mtgs 

17 18 

 

5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

19 20 21 

22 23 

 

 

7PM GB Team Mtgs 

24 25 

 

5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

26 27 28 

29 30 

 

 

7PM GB Team Mtgs 

31     

1st Rick Lee 

2nd Jo Shepherd 

3rd Karla Cates 

 Roscoe Porter 

4th Dicie Collins 

5th Marilyn Coates 

6th Brianna Sutton 

12th Mary Ann Thomas 

14th Brooks Leasure 

15th Bob Wilkerson 

 Tyler Conover 

19th Shannon McAfee 

22nd Alisa Betts 

23rd Corey Fischels 

26th Philip Taylor 

27th Janet Agin 

 Philip & Amy Taylor (A) 

29th Yvonne Bourland 
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Muhlenberg County D.C. Great Banquet #8 

Temporary Change of Address: 
 
Delight Alexander 
Hope Lodge Center, Room 214 
4215 Lindell Blvd 
St Louis MO 63108 

Men’s HCDC Great Banquet #21  

Boy’s Y.E.S. #128 

Boy’s Y.E.S. #132 



From the Inside 

Our Presbytery is cur-

rently mulling the 

Amendments from last 

summer’s General As-

sembly. Please give some 

thought to the follow-

ing… Pass the Salt – 

Adrian Rogers, ‘Life 

Worth Finding’  

“Ye are the salt of the 

earth: but if the salt have 

lost his savour, where-

with shall it be salted? it 

is thenceforth good for 

nothing, but to be cast 

out, and to be trodden 

under foot of men.” Mat-

thew 5:13 

Christians are the salt of 

the earth, and Christ calls 

us to live salty lives so 

that we can make a dif-

ference in the world. 

However, some Chris-

tians are like salt that’s 

lost its savor: good for 

nothing but to be thrown 

out and walked on. 

Salt is necessary for life. 

Table salt is actually so-

dium-chloride, which is 

often used in chemistry 

classes. You can get hy-

drogen by dropping sodi-

um into water, and you 

can get poisonous gas 

from chloride. These are 

two dangerous elements 

by themselves. But God, 

in His chemistry, has put 

them together to make 

something necessary for 
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life. In the same way, God 

took the deadly part of us 

and through the chemistry 

of the cross, made some-

thing new and alive. Like 

salt, we used to be some-

thing deadly, but now we’re 

to be the salt of the earth! 

In Jesus’ day, salt was as 

valuable as gold - a rare del-

icacy and often used as a 

medium of exchange. We 

still say a hardworking man 

is “worth his salt.” 

Salt causes flavor to come 

alive. Salt seasons food and 

makes it palatable. 

Colossians 4:6 tells us to 

make sure our speech is al-

ways “seasoned with salt.” 

Every Christian’s life ought 

to be exciting. There ought 

to be a zest to our lives, a 

flavor about the children of 

God. 

Salt also prevents decay and 

restrains corruption. If there 

was ever a day when we 

need the preserving power 

of the Gospel salt, it is in 

this day of deadly decay. 

Salt not only preserves but 

has an antiseptic property to 

it. It aids in the healing pro-

cess. Salt heals and can cure 

addictions, mend broken 

hearts, and change lives. 

The Gospel is an antiseptic, 

taking away pain and bring-

ing new life. 

But if you’ve ever spilled 

salt onto a cut, you know 

how it burns like fire. The 

truth of God’s Word, when 

it is rubbed into this decay-

ing world, stings. If you 

speak God’s truth in this 

world, it is going to irritate 

some people. 

If there was ever a time 

that needed salt, it is now. 

We desperately need some 

salty saints of God. It’s 

time for Christians to start 

shaking their salt into our 

society. We are now being 

judged. God will not wait 

forever to discipline us. He 

is our only hope, but He is 

also our biggest threat. 

God raised up men like 

Martin Luther and John 

Calvin to bring about the 

Protestant Reformation ─ 

one of the greatest revivals 

in history. God can do it 

again! It’s not too late. 

Sure, there is sin, but where 

sin abounded, grace did 

much more abound 

(Romans 5:20). 

God is looking for some 

salty saints to spread His 

grace. Can’t say it any bet-

ter.  Have a blessed Lenten 

Season. 

Pastor Pete 



Not everyone who met Jesus felt highly moved by Him.  Many have found their Messi-
ah and Lord in Jesus.  Others, though, felt challenged by Him.  Some wanted Jesus 
dead.  Others just wanted to be left alone.  Some flocked to Him, then ran away from 
Him… 
We’re going to spend the Sundays of Lent focusing on the people who were there: 

•Judas the Betrayer 
•Peter the Reclaimed Hero 
•Those Responsible for Arranging Jesus’ Death 
•The Faithful: John, Thomas, Mary Magdalene 

And for Holy Week, we’ll look at the historical events leading to the death and resur-
rection of God’s Son. 
Easter Morning we’ll celebrate Christ’s resurrection with a sunrise service, breakfast, 
and wonderful choir cantata! 

soon. Forms will be availa-

ble in the office and at each 

Sunday service starting 

March 15th. Please use one 

form for each flower or-

dered with your check/cash 

attached. The last day to 

place your order will be 

Sunday, March 29th. Fol-

lowing the Easter service 

please take your flower 

home so that you may con-

tinue to enjoy it. You may 

As in years past, we have 

Easter lilies available for 

purchase “in Honor of” or 

“in Memory of” someone 

important in your life or 

“In Thanksgiving” for 

something. These flowers 

will be used to decorate our 

sanctuary on Easter Sunday 

and the names or thing 

listed will be printed in the 

bulletin. The cost of the 

lily will be announced 

have good luck with 

blooms the next year when 

planted in the yard. 

LENTEN SERMON SERIES 

EASTER LILY INFORMATION 

of a sort, too. When groups 

assemble, each person con-

tributes something unique and 

sometimes unexpected. When 

all is mixed together, the 

whole is truly greater than the 

sum of the parts. A beautiful 

balance often results: One is a 

good singer, the other writes 

well; some are strong leaders, 

others dependable team mem-

bers; some are traditional, 

others innovative. Together, 

it’s delicious!  

 

Potlucks are sometimes called 

covered-dish dinners. But don’t 

keep your gifts “covered”! Share 

them because you’re a valued part 

of the whole.   

Many congregations enjoy 

gathering for potluck dinners 

— meals largely unplanned, 

when people bring food to 

share. Usually, the main dish-

es, salads and desserts balance 

out. The fun is the variety 

mixing together on a plate and 

the surprise factor of what’s 

contributed.  

 

Churches and communities — 

even families — are potlucks 
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