
 

I am thanking God for the many 

opportunities I have in my ministry 

in the First Church family.  You are 

wonderful in your support.  I’m 

writing this as I prepare to leave 

town tomorrow for the pastors’ con-

ference at Moody Bible Institute in 

Chicago.  I’m glad for your encour-

agement to take part in this event 

again this year.  I am fed in so many 

ways right here as I anticipate the 

learning I’ll receive at Moody.   

I’m praying that my focus will be-

come more focused and my ministry 

more urgent in the days ahead as a 

result of the week away.  I’m also 

excited about planning some wor-

ship experiences here – other than 

Sunday mornings – that might draw 

us all together in more creative ways 

as we seek to please God with our 

praise and give Him (and only Him) 

the glory He is due. 

 

Blessings, 

RevLon 

Have you ever read, then re-read 

a book that really had a hold on 

you?  Of course, we all should 

answer that with a big yes – the 

Bible is one book we should be 

reading and reading and read-

ing…until we realize that in 

reality it is reading us! 

 

There is one other book on my 

mind right now, though, that I’m 

in my second reading on.   It is 

good.  It is good to the point that 

it is exposing me and the way I 

do ministry some 24 years into 

my ministry.  The book is called 

“Mondays with My Old Pastor,” 

by Jose Luis Navajo. 

It’s not a book full of deep theol-

ogy or new realizations of Scrip-

ture.  Rather, it is simply an old 

pastor’s opportunity to tell a 

younger pastor about the things 

that matter most. 

One chapter is titled, Admirable 

Faith.  It begins with this state-

ment of the wise old pastor: “If 

you want a healthy and solid 

church, do not focus on what 

astounds but rather on what trans-

forms.  Preach the Bible.” 

 

As simple a statement as that is, you 

may realize from my 14 years with 

you that I need to be held to the fire 

on that premise.  Sure, we preachers 

plug in a verse here and a parable 

there, but truth be told, too often I’ve 

had something to say on Sunday 

morning and found Bible stories that 

helped me say it.  I’m ready to apol-

ogize for those Sundays; I may have 

said exactly what I wanted to say, 

but somehow left God’s view out of 

the sermon. 

 

Of late, as I’ve tried my best to 

“preach the Bible,” I’ve discovered: 

 As I have focused on preaching 

the Bible, I find it easier to be fo-

cused on Christ. 

As I have focused on preaching the 

Bible, I find the message to be more 

urgent. 

 

Wednes-

day, May 

13th, our 

church 

family 

participat-

ed in the 

final fund-

raiser and 

activity for 

the Xoy Living Water Mission Trip.  After 

Fellowship Dinner, members of the congre-

gation and youth groups participated in an 

agape party preparing materials for the 

education component of the mission trip. 

Rainmakers, water wands, water droplets, 

costume pieces, name tags, water usage 

strips, and voting paddles were all con-

structed for the teacher materials and the 

children’s learning activities.  All items on 

the water droplet board have been supplied 

by our congregation including monetary 

donations for the cd player and keyboard! 

The Mission Team comprised of Rick and Su-

sanna Lee, Lon and Pat Lorton, Pete and Peggy 

Phelan, Dale Davis, Tem Major, Merry Brooks 

and Michael Milum is ready. Parts for the water 

system have been ordered, educational materials 

have been organized into teaching units, vac-

cinations have been received and translators 

procured. The congregation at  Xoy is ready for 

our arrival. They have, using funds from First 

Presbyterian Church, constructed the basic 

block building to house the water filtration 

system and drilled the well. A group of women 

have committed to learning the educational 

concept and teaching the families in the Xoy 

community water usage principle and hygiene 

practices. The travel team plans to take a pletho-

ra of pictures so the home team has a photo 

record of all mission trip activities. 

The Traveling Mission Team leaves for Xoy, 

Mexico from Nashville early on the morning on 

June 6th and plans to return June 14th. Please 

pray for traveling safety, construction and 

teaching grace and the health and safety of the 

members of this group. Each member of the 

congregation who donated money, purchased 

materials or a rain barrel, participated in the 

Xoy Fellowship Dinners, helped with the agape 

party and prayed for the installation of the water 

filtration system is a part of the First Presbyteri-

an Mission Team. Truly this has been a congre-

gational effort to share clean water on behalf of 

Jesus, the Living Water, with our brothers and 

sisters in Christ in the community of Xoy, Mex-

ico.   

Not to us, Lord, not to us, but to your name be 

the glory- because of your love and faithfulness. 

Psalm 115:1 

I T  T A K E S  G R A C E  

 On Wednesday, 
July 8 at 8am we 
will be having a 
"lets clean the 
kitchen " party. 
The more hands 
that show up the 
faster the task is 
completed. 
Please mark 
your calendars 
and plan to join 
us for a little 
work and some 
fun fellowship. 
If you have 
questions please 
call Becky 
Moore or Susan-
na Lee  

X O Y  L I V I N G  W A T E R S  M I S S I O N  T R I P  

F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  
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highly of yourselves is to lose sight of the 

One who’s image you were created in. That’s 

not to say, though, that you should think too 

lowly of yourselves either but to see every-

one as special and unique one of a kind hand 

crafted works of art crafted by the One who 

created all that we see and know! 

 

So, Aubri and Brandin live life to the fullest 

and don’t allow the worries of today or to-

morrow to weigh too heavily on you. Don’t 

allow disappointments and failed attempts to 

keep you from trying. Life is filled with op-

portunities to try something you’re not confi-

dent enough to try but at least try. Surround 

yourselves with people that will help you 

grow in your faith and understanding in Jesus 

Christ. But don’t be afraid to allow those that 

don’t share your faith into your life. How else 

will they see Jesus if not through you? You 

will have doubts and you will have questions 

and God welcomes anyone who would pon-

der and wonder of the mysteries of life and 

truth. Just know that the Giver of life will 

always bring you into the light of the truth. 

He knows you, He made you and He loves 

you more than you can ever fully imagine! 

And this family here is the one He designed 

to be known to the whole world. So know 

that this body of Christ is just one of many 

that will welcome you into their midst. Fami-

ly is the fabric that weaves us all into the 

fellowship of believers of the Way of Jesus 

Christ our Savior and Lord. And you will 

always have a place here no matter where life 

takes you. We love you and are so proud of 

who you are and what you have accom-

plished in your life! May you always know 

We are into what most of us would call 

the beginnings of summer. Memorial 

Day is the marker that most folks use as 

their guide. It used to always signal the 

end of school too or as I remember it 

anyway. School started after Labor Day 

and ended at or before Memorial Day. 

That was then and this is now. Now we 

have a couple of people who are ending 

their school years and embarking on a 

new path. Aubri Brown and Brandin 

Stokes are proud to be graduates of the 

class of 2015 at HCCHS and MNHHS. 

They are going to be quickly approach-

ing new experiences into possibly un-

charted waters. The great thing about 

them is that I believe that they will jump 

into the opportunities and life for them 

will be good. 

 

Our advice to Aubri and Brandin are as 

they have been in the past to others that 

have graced our family here at First 

Pres. Take life in for all it has to give 

and don’t ever lose sight of the One who 

gave you life in the first place. God has 

given each of you a unique design that 

only you can fulfill and that’s to be you. 

There’s never been anyone exactly like 

you and that was God’s intent for all of 

His children. Though we live in a cul-

ture and society that celebrates individu-

ality for what it can gain us, God re-

minds us that our unique gifting was 

created to glorify Him and celebrate and 

serve others. In Paul’s letter to the Phi-

lippians he reminds them, with the Holy 

Spirit’s inspiration, that to think too 

how good God is all the time and may His 

Peace be yours now and forever as you 

walk with the power and presence of His 

Spirit within you! 

 

“Is there any encouragement from belong-

ing to Christ? Any comfort from his love? 

Any fellowship together in the Spirit? Are 

your hearts tender and compassion-

ate? Then make me truly happy by agree-

ing wholeheartedly with each other, loving 

one another, and working together with 

one mind and purpose. Don’t be selfish; 

don’t try to impress others. Be humble, 

thinking of others as better than your-

selves. Don’t look out only for your own 

interests, but take an interest in others, 

too. You must have the same attitude that 

Christ Jesus had.” Philippians 2:1-5  

 

We Love You in Christ’s Love, 

Rob & The Family of First Pres 

 

Romans 12 

 PS – We also want to congratulate Corey 

Fischels on getting his degree and graduat-

ing from USI! Way to go Corey we’re so 

proud of you! 

“ P R O U D  T O  C A L L  Y O U  P A R T  O F  T H E  F A M I L Y ”  

eyed at the trophy in my office with 
my smoked turkey with white barbe-
cue sauce. 
Thanks again to everyone who en-
courages and supports our youth here 
at First Pres, we couldn’t do all that 
we do without your help. 
HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP: Please 
pray for those of us who will be ven-
turing down to Bayou La Batre, Ala-
bama as we join with others from our 
Presbytery for a week of mission June 
27th – the 3rd of July. We will again 
be working with the folks at Youth-
Works doing home repair, kids clubs, 

nursing home and special needs center 
visits as we share the love of Jesus. Pray 
that we will all recognize the opportuni-
ties God puts before us to grow deep in 
our faith and understanding of our 
Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. 

Y O U T H  N E W S  

Thank you to everyone who came 
out and supported our graduates at 
the annual Grill Masters/Dazzling 
Dessert Senior Celebration. It was 
such an amazing meal and all that 
contributed to it are to be congrat-
ulated. It was one of the best we’ve 
ever had and the addition of the 
dessert competition didn’t put 
anyone into a sugar coma, as far as 
we know. Here’s the winners for 
2015. Glori Cope for her delicious 
banana pudding (warm like it 
should be). And a surprise that I’m 
still smiling about as I gaze teary 
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3rd Cheri Loftis 

4th Bill & Marilyn Coates (A) 

 Lance & Brenda Millard (A) 

 Bill & Susan Stewart (A) 

 Denise Wilson 

6th Delores Bowles 

 Teresa Griffith 

 Holly Pohlman 

 James Cope 

7th Doug Henley 

8th Pete & Phelan Phelan (A) 

10th Elizabeth Leasure Carlton 

11th Dale Davis 

12th Art & Kay Hall (A) 

15th Craig & Shari Winstead (A) 

16th Carolyn Hunt 

18th Mike & Ann Hofmann (A) 

20th Brenda Millard 

22nd Ann Hofmann 

 Joel David Lansden 

24th Brooks & Anna Leasure 

28th Larry Wilson  

29th Hunter Goodwin 

31st Cierra Brown 

J U N E  B I R T H D A Y S  &  A N N I V E R S A R I E S  
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June 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 

Xoy Mission Trip 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 First Day of 

Summer 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

High School Mission 
Trip 

28 29 30     
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