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On July 4 our country will be 
filled with Independence Day 
events as we celebrate 239 
years of declared independ-
ence as a nation.  Did you know 
that 239 years ago there was 
much debate over the idea of 
thirteen colonies breaking off 
from England and becoming a 
new nation?  To many it was an 
insane idea to think a war for 
freedom could be won against 
the most powerful military in 
the world. 

One person who helped win 
over the colonists to a position 
of declaring (and fighting for) 
their independence was Thom-
as Paine, a corset maker from 
East Sussex who had just come 
to the colonies in 1774.  In 
January of 1776 he published a 
pamphlet in clear and simple 
language titled Common Sense, 
which explained the ad-
vantages of, and the need for, 
immediate independence.  It 
received wide distribution and 
was read in taverns and at pub-
lic meetings.  George Washing-
ton had it read to all his troops.  
Paine’s Common Sense pre-
sented the American colonists 
with an argument for freedom. 

Interestingly, he structured his 
pamphlet as a sermon, relying 
on Biblical references to make 
a “common sensical” plea.  
Historian Gordon S. Wood de-
scribed Common Sense as “the 
most incendiary and popular 
pamphlet of the entire revolu-
tionary era.” 

With all that in our history, it 
seems to me that common 
sense just isn’t as common as it 
used to be.  There’s much in 
the news the past few weeks 
about five simple letters.  I did 
a word search for the prefix 
trans, and how it has been used 
over the past two weeks: trans-
gender and trans-sexual, trans-
racial and trans-parental, even 
trans-fat.   

Each of the stories connected 
to these words causes me to 
scratch my head.  None of 
them are in my famous Web-
ster’s New School and Office 
Dictionary of 1961.  Recent 
stories pertaining to all the 
above has me wondering what 
Thomas Paine might write 
about if he was around today.  
Most likely, it may take more 
than a pamphlet to get it all 

down.  Maybe with all the re-
sources we have at our com-
mand, we are spending a great-
er amount of time focusing on 
‘me and how I feel about my 
life.’   

I have to regularly remind my-
self that a better choice of my 
time is to spend my days fo-
cused on Christ and doing 
things that may bring glory to 
God.  To do that correctly in my 
own life, I have to (like Mr. 
Paine) rely on Biblical refer-
ences… 

“Do not conform any longer to 
the pattern of this world, 

but be transformed by the re-
newing of your mind. 

Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God’s will is 

– 

His good, pleasing, and perfect 
will.” 

[Romans 12:2] 

 

In His Love, 

RevLon  

It Takes Grace... 

We have learned with sadness of 
the passing of Toni Johnson on 
June 22.  Her fragile heart has 
finally stopped.  It was a heart 
that for many years held with love 
each of us here at First Church – a 
heart that also comforted Alan 

and their children and grandchil-
dren through many life events.  We 
will all miss Toni’s smile and quick 
wit, along with her encouraging soft 
words of faith.  We are strength-
ened, however, in her reminder of 
God’s steadfast love and the resur-

rection we all will share in Christ 
Jesus.  Scripture tells us that our 
memory of the righteous is a 
blessing.  Hold tight, friends,  to 
your memories of this friend and 
sister in Christ… and be blessed. 
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I’ve gone through the process of 
writing articles for this newsletter 
and then keeping them filed away. 
For different reasons I feel that 
they are not print worthy. Maybe 
someday I’ll put them all together 
and write a book titled “Not Print 
Worthy”., just kidding of course. 
It’s happened again this month. I 
write and then I read through it 
and it’s like, how does that flow 
together, what’s your point, 
where’s God leading you in this? 
Maybe it’s my being indecisive or 
not but I find myself being chal-
lenged to do better. Do you ever 
struggle this way? 

 

So this month I am going to share 
with you that I’ve got nothing. 
But God has everything! I’m 
hopelessly lost. But God found 
me and not only called me but 
cleaned me up and gave me own-
ership in His family! My thoughts, 
words and actions fall short daily. 
God never stops thinking of me, 
His words give me hope, purpose 
and truth! 

 

I have found that the best of me 
is God in me. Every time I’m 
honest instead of dishonest I’ve 
allowed the Holy Spirit to guide 
me. Every time I’m generous in-

stead of selfish I’ve allowed the 
Holy Spirit to guide me. Every time 
I take time for others instead of 
just thinking of myself I’ve allowed 
the Holy Spirit to guide me. And 
every time I love instead of hate I 
know that the Holy Spirit has led 
me in that. In Genesis we read that 
daily God spent time with Adam 
and Eve, He was there with them 
and He wanted to be! God is still 
seeking to be with us! Please know 
that you and my everyday life is 
important to our Creator, Sustain-
er, Teacher, Savior, Lord our Eve-
rything! He loves you and will nev-
er stop loving you so let Him guide 
you in all that you do. And don’t 
worry too much about those times 
you fail and fall short and draw a 
blank. Just pause and reflect on 
who you are and Whose you are 
and remember that our perfor-
mance doesn’t determine our salva-
tion, sanctification or justification. 
We have been saved by grace so 
none of us may boast but that we 
all would realize the power, peace 
and purpose of lives in Christ Jesus 
our Lord! God is good, all the time 
and all the time, God is good! 

 

“When Jesus heard this, he told 
them, "Healthy people don't need a 
doctor--sick people do. I have 
come to call not those who think 

they are righteous, but those who 
know they are sinners." Mark 2:17 

 

“I pray that your love will overflow 
more and more, and that you will keep 
on growing in knowledge and under-
standing. For I want you to understand 
what really matters, so that you may 
live pure and blameless lives until the 
day of Christ’s return. May you always 
be filled with the fruit of your salva-
tion—the righteous character pro-
duced in your life by Jesus Christ—for 
this will bring much glory and praise to 
God.” Philippians 1:9-11 

 

“Always be joyful. Never stop praying. 
Be thankful in all circumstances, for 
this is God’s will for you who belong 
to Christ Jesus. Do not stifle the Holy 
Spirit. Do not scoff at prophecies, but 
test everything that is said. Hold on to 
what is good. Stay away from every 
kind of evil.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-21 

 

In Christ’s Love, 

Rob 

Romans 12 

PS – checkout MercyMe’s video/song 
“Flawless” for more on your identity 

farther on. Let us sing 
Hallelujah by anticipa-
tion.  
  —Charles H. Spurgeon   

It is not hard for the 
Lord to turn night into 
day. He that sends the 
clouds can as easily clear 
the skies. Let us be of  
good cheer. It is better 

“GOD’S PRESENCE” 

ANTICIPATION 
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Ju ly  2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 

6PM Supper 

Xoy Report 

9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

July Birthdays & Anniversaries 

1st Joe & Carolyn Guion (A) 

2nd Jane Mosley 

4th Lon Lorton 

7th McKenzie Conover 

8th Nash McAfee 

9th Justin Tabor 

 Addie Crawford 

14th Susan Fischels 

15th Joel & Cindy Lansden (A) 

 Andrew Walker 

16th Carolyn Guion 

 Peggy Phelan 

18th Rita Peyton 

22nd Leah Crawford 

23rd Jean Lynn 

 Noah Taylor 

24th Courtney Farris 

25th Lisa Ladd 

26th Gayle Tabor 

27th Jane Baker 

 Joe Guion 

 Cameron Hunt 

30th James & Janet McClain (A) 

 Delores Steinfeld 

31st Craig Riddle 
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 It’s difficult to describe all 
that God did in everyone’s 
lives as nine of us travelled 
from First Presbyterian 
Church, Madisonville to First 
Presbyterian Church, Xoy.  
But it is not difficult to de-
scribe how I feel – exhilarat-
ed in spirit and grateful to 
our Lord!   

God’s Holy Spirit was so ap-
parent, leading us in travel, 
guiding us in the water purifi-
cation installation, teaching 
us as we taught the teachers, 

and pursuing us as we shared 
blessed fellowship with the 
brothers and sisters of the 
church and community of 
Xoy, Mexico.   

On our last day, I shared with 
Elder Samuel (their pastor) 
that our two cultures had 
come together in God’s mag-
nificent sight; and as we re-
turned to our own ‘normalcy’ 
of Madisonville, Kentucky I 
would benefit so much more 
from taking a bit of them 
with me.  God opens eyes, 

minds, 
and 
hearts to 
the ways 
of His 
purposes 
for us.   

Thanks to 
all in the 
church.  
You resourced us so generously.  
You prayed for us unceasingly.  
We felt your participation in God’s 
work.  Blessings, RevLon 

sharing a meal, then a 
time of reflection on what 
was accomplished there.  
We hope you all can come 
out and see and hear 
about what God has 
done, is doing, and will be 
doing through our church 
and Living Waters for the 

Nine of us went to Xoy on 
June 6 for the installation of a 
clean water plant in that Yu-
catan village of 800.  It would 
not have happened if it had 
not been for the generosity 
and prayer of many within 
our church family.  On 
Wednesday, July 8, we will be 

World.  The meal will be in 
the gym at 6:00PM, with 
the program following. 

Blessings from Rick, Susan-
na, Michael, Pete, Peggy, 
Merry, Tem, Pat and Lon! 

TO XOY AND BACK! GOD WAS THERE IN SO MANY WAY! 

CELEBRATING THE WORK OF OUR CHURCH IN XOY, MEXICO—JULY 8 
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SUMMER SUGGESTED GOOD READS 

If you’re looking for a few 
good books to read this Sum-
mer, boy have we got em! Our 
very own church library is 
loaded down with all sorts of 
reading adventures and here’s 
a few suggestions: 

Did you know that we have 
the complete “Left Behind” Se-
ries?! They are full of adven-
ture and thought provoking. 

We also have an “Autobiography 
of the life of Mohandas K. Gandhi”.  

“The Glory of Heaven” by John F. 
MacAuthur. 

“The Insanity of God” by Nik Rip-
ken is a compelling, convicting 
and life changing book.   

The library has a DVD Bible 
study, “The Truth Project” desig-
nated to equip believers with a 

comprehensive biblical 
worldview.  

 

 

 

Study to shew thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed, right dividing the word 
of truth. 

2 Timothy 2:15 



CHRISTMAS IN JULY! 

Men later.  After you 
have marked July 12 on 
your calendar, deter-
mine which children you 
will be inviting.  It may 
be your kids, grandkids, 
nieces, nephews, and 
neighbors.  We want to 
fill the church with the 
sound of Christmas joy…
in July! 

Mark your calendars 
now.  July 12 will be 
Christmas in July!  Our 
worship service will be 
the kick-off for a fun day 
of activities and learning 
for children of all ages!  
Following worship, we 
will transition into the 
Vacation Bible School 
mode covering the an-
nouncement of Jesus’ 
birth all the way through 
to the arrival of Wise 
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Soon we will be seeing “Christmas in 

July” sales ads on TV. Having just 

returned from the Xoy, MX Living 

Waters Mission I believe I need to be 

more thankful for all of Our Lord’s 

Grace and Mercy. So please let me 

offer these “Thanksgiving” scriptures: 

1. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 Give thanks in 

all circumstances; for this is the will of 

God in Christ Jesus for you. 

2. Psalm 107:1 Oh give thanks to the 

Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast 

love endures forever! 

3. Ephesians 5:20 Giving thanks al-

ways and for everything to God the 

Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 

4. Colossians 3:15-17 And let the 

peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 

which indeed you were called in one 

body. And be thankful. Let the word of 

Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 

admonishing one another in all wis-

dom, singing psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, with thankfulness in 

your hearts to God. And whatever you 

do, in word or deed, do everything in 

the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him. 

5. James 1:17 Every good gift and 

every perfect gift is from above, com-

ing down from the Father of lights with 

whom there is no variation or shadow due to 

change. 

6. Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your re-

quests be made known to God. 

7. 2 Corinthians 9:15 Thanks be to God 

for his inexpressible gift! 

8. Psalm 106:1 Praise the Lord! Oh give 

thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his 

steadfast love endures forever! 

9. Psalm 105:1 Oh give thanks to the Lord; 

call upon his name; make known his deeds 

among the peoples! 

10. Colossians 3:15 And let the peace of 

Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed 

you were called in one body. And be thank-

ful. 

11. Colossians 4:2 Continue steadfastly in 

prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiv-

ing. 

12. Psalm 118:1-18 Oh give thanks to the 

Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love 

endures forever! Let Israel say, “His stead-

fast love endures forever.” Let the house of 

Aaron say, “His steadfast love endures for-

ever.” Let those who fear the Lord say, “His 

steadfast love endures forever.” Out of my 

distress I called on the Lord; the Lord an-

swered me and set me free. 

13. Psalm 20:4 May he grant you your 

heart’s desire and fulfill all your plans! 

14. Psalm 30:12 That my glory may 

sing your praise and not be silent. O 

Lord my God, I will give thanks to you 

forever! 

15. Colossians 3:17 And whatever  you 

do, in word or deed, do everything in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God the Father through him. 

16. Romans 1:21 For although they 

knew God, they did not honor him as 

God or give thanks to him, but they be-

came futile in their thinking, and their 

foolish hearts were darkened. 

17. Psalm 100:4 Enter his gates with 

thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! 

Give thanks to him; bless his name! 

18. Isaiah 12:4-5 And you will say in 

that day: “Give thanks to the Lord, call 

upon his name, make known his deeds 

among the peoples, proclaim that his 

name is exalted. “Sing praises to the 

Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this 

be made known in all the earth. 

19. 1 Chronicles 29:13 And now we 

thank you, our God, and praise your 

glorious name. 

20. Philemon 1:4 I thank my God al-

ways when I remember you in my pray-

ers. 

On the Inside, Pete 
 

ON THE INSIDE 
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