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Tidings 

“All Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness.”  

[2 Timothy 3:16] 

 

I am amazed at how folks will flock 
to prophets this time of year.  Pre-
dictions are made on TV and at the 
grocery checkouts.  Which celebrity 
is going to get married, which will 
have a baby?  Which will get mar-
ried and then have a baby?  Which 
politician is going to admit to some 
indiscretion?  Is the Loch Ness mon-
ster going to found in 2015?  Is this 
the year the world comes to an end 
from global warming…or is it global 
cooling…Oh, let’s just call it climate 
change, okay? 

I am amazed at how people will get 
all worked up over the Mayan calen-
dar or some self-proclaimed guru, 
and yet they totally ignore the Bible.  
After all, the Bible predicts the fu-
ture not once, but hundreds of 
times and with 100% accuracy. 

God dwells in eternity, which means 
He is not dealing with yesterdays or 
tomorrows.  It is all the same continu-
um to God.  So He can look at our 
future with as much accuracy as I can 
look at the past – even more, in fact.  
God has perfect memory, and He also 
has perfect foresight.  So when God 
says something will happen, to Him, 
He has already seen it. 

So when Scripture offers a prediction 
about our future, God is not going out 
on any limb.  Actually, it is already a 
known fact from His perspective. 

 

The Bible dares to predict our future 
over and over again.  I don’t know of 
any other religion that does that, at 
least not with any kind of accuracy.  
The difference is that our Bible (God’s 
Word) is truly inspired.  The basic test 
of a true God, a true faith, a true 
prophet is this: Does the prophecy 
become fact?  It may be worth noting 
that more than half of God’s Word is 
prophecy, and much of that Scriptural 
prophecy has already been fulfilled.  

So, I have no doubt in my mind 
that what’s left will also happen, 
and it will be just as God said it 
would. 

 

Do I know what’s going to happen 
in 2015?  Hardly; I can’t even tell 
you what’s for supper.  But I can 
tell you I hope to stay as close to 
God and His Word as I can in the 
coming year, because when I do 
that, based on past experience, life 
is better for me and those around 
me.  

My prayer for you, for our church 
family, for our community and 
beyond: gratitude in good times, 
peace and discernment in the rest 
of times…and that in all times we 
realize it takes grace. 

 

Blessings, 

RevLon 

As our Wednesday nights gear up 
again in January, I hope you will 
consider being a part of our Bible 
Study conversation.  We meet at 
6:00PM, immediately following the 
catered supper.  We are going to 
begin a new study on January 7, 
titled “The Parables, Understand-
ing What Jesus Meant,” by Gary 
Inrig. 

The playwright Arthur Miller is 
quoted as saying, “In every success-
ful drama there is something which 
makes a person say, ‘Hey!  That’s 
me!’”  The story becomes a mirror 
to who we are.  The parables of 
Jesus, though, are that and more.  
Not just a mirror to reflect our-
selves, Jesus’ stories were also win-
dows that we might see into the 

heart and mind of God. 

So what’s your favorite parable?  I 
bet we’ll be looking at it soon!  Come 
join us.  You probably could use a 
little more Bible education…and if 
you don’t need it, we certainly could 
use your knowledge in the conversa-
tion! 

NEW WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY IN JANUARY 

IT TAKES GRACE... 
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With the holidays behind us and the new year before us, there is a lot to be thankful for. Many 
things can be on this list. At times it can boggle the brain! I am ever amazed by the little things. 
Y’all are an awesome family! Thank YOU for all you have done. Thank you for the baby shower, 
helping get things to the house and set up, for loving on us like you do, and praying and helping 
us like you have. Thank you for the gifts from the Angel Tree shopping and the food basket as 
well. Thank you for the little things in between too!  

You have given us so much of yourselves, unselfishly so! You have given your time, muscles, re-
sources, advice, and much more. I am blessed more than I feel I deserve at times, yet He keeps 
reminding me that I’m worth it and I can’t think of a better Family to share it with. I pray that 

y’all continue to do and be the hands and feet like y’all are doing. Help give guidance and love to Thomas and me as we 
both grow. Words can barely express the blessing that you’ve been to both of us. I love and cherish each of you! THANK 
YOU!!! For everything you have done and the love you have in those big hearts. I greatly appreciate all y’all have done. 
Here’s to many more “adventures” in our lives to share with all y’all. 

Thank you, thank you. We love you and we love you. 

Amanda and Thomas  

A NEW CLASS OF ELDERS JOINS THE SESSION 

The congregation has selected a new class of elders to serve on our Session.  Please pray for 
them and also for those who continue to serve over the next one or two years.  Our class of 
2017 will be ordained and/or installed on Sunday morning, January 4, during worship.  In 
addition, you elected Bill Stewart to fulfill Judie Leibfried’s unexpired term as she continues 
to recover. 

2015:    2016:    2017: 

Chaun Castleberry  Aimee Goodwin  Janet Agin 

Joe Cates   Rhonda Gordon  Delores Bowles 

Ann Hoffman   Mike Ladd  Danny Byrum 

Patsy Sutton   Laura McAfee  Charlotte Dunlap 

Becca Wilson   Bill Stewart  Tem Major 

Frankie Spain, trustee  Kendrick Nuttall, trustee Jerry Klym, trustee 

 

Our thanks to those who have served on the Session and are now rotating off, that there 
may be rest in this area as they pursue other ways of serving within the church: 

Cheryl Bushong 

Dale Davis 

Susanna Lee 

Sandy Tucker 

Mike Franklin, trustee 

THANKS TO YOU ALL! 

The holiday season has come and gone.  
But in reflection, I need to thank so 
many folks.  Our whole church family 
has been so generous in time and tal-
ent.  Many of you have made this past 
season one of pure joy and encourage-
ment.  You gave, over and above, to 
ensure many who are less fortunate 
right now were able to enjoy a few 
extra presents for their kids under the 
tree, a few more groceries were in 
their pantries.  A few more hearts were 
reassured of God’s love for them 
through your kind acts of grace.  You 
should feel good about the generosity 
of our church family as it is totally an 
attempt to serve in Christ’s name. 

Personally, I want to thank you for all 
the creative ways you have gifted Pat 
and myself recently.  You’ve gone out 
of your way to reflect His love with 
your kindnesses.  We cannot begin to 
think of ways to repay you, but we will 
do our best in 2015 to serve you and 
minister with you all. 

Much love and respect, 

RevLon. 

THANKS TO YOU ALL! 

 

DON’T FORGET ALL THAT IS AVAILABLE TO YOU AT OUR WEBSITE: newfpc.com 

A NEW CLASS OF ELDERS JOIN THE SESSION 
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1st Barbara LaRoy 

5th Madeline Morgan 

 Floyd Gordon 

7th Mike Bourland 

12th Haley Cope 

 Kaleb White 

13th Leslie Franklin 

14th Suzanne Henley 

16th Janet Pewitt 

 Steve Walker 

 Elle McAfee 

17th Angie Crawford 

 Tommy Qualls 

19th Bob & Marge Wilkerson (A) 

21st Mike Ladd 

24th Pete Phelan 

25th Bill Stewart 

26th Dick Peyton 

class with workbooks costing only 
$10 per couple. The Marriage Re-
treat is February 20-22 at Embassy 
Suites Nashville SE– Murfreesboro 
1200 Conference Center Blvd., 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129. Cost for 
the retreat and class is $185.00, for 
class only it’s $10 per couple for 
workbook. Sign ups with more 
details will be posted in HeBrew’s 

Marriage Enrichment Class Be-
gins: January 18th will be our first 
of 5 sessions for our Marriage 
Enrichment Class. This year we’re 
using “From This Day Forward: 
Five Commitments to Fail-Proof 
Your Marriage” by Amy and Craig 
Groeschel. We will gather at 4PM 
and end at 6PM sharing a meal 
together too. This DVD driven 

Café. Hope to see you there! 
Rob & Denise Wilson will 
be leading the class.  

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT CLASS & RETREAT DETAILS 

 At age 20, George Ritchie fell gravely ill and was pro-
nounced dead. Amazingly, he revived, convinced he’d 
had what some call a near-death experience. Ritchie’s 
return to physical health left him longing so deeply to 
experience the Holy again that he prayed to die.  
Some 15 months later, as an army medical technician, 
Ritchie became consumed with the care of a particular 
patient. Then he had an epiphany, recounted in Return 
From Tomorrow (Chosen Books): “If I wanted to feel the 
nearness of Christ … I would have to find it in the peo-
ple that He put before me each day. … in caring for 
[Jack] I had lost sight of myself. And in losing myself, I 
had discovered Christ.  
“I wondered if we always had to die, some stubborn part 
of us, before we could see more of Him … to stop trying 
to recapture that otherworldly vision of Jesus, and start 
looking for Him in the faces across the mess table.”  

DYING TO SEE JESUS 

27th David Thomas 

28th Kelly Franklin 

 Logan Taylor 

29th Paula Milligan 

 Larry & Suzanne Wilson (A) 

  
 Christian philosopher Paul Tillich said, “The first responsibility of 

love is to listen.” Yet in our fast-paced culture, truly 
listening to someone has become a lost art.  
 
The intricate Chinese written character for the verb to 
listen offers wise insight about how to listen to people 
so they feel heard. The symbol is actually a combina-

tion of characters for ears, eyes and an open heart. Basically it reads, “I 
give you my ears, my eyes and my undivided attention.” What a great 
image of being fully engaged during the act of communication!  
 
James 1:19 offers two wise resolutions for the year ahead: Be “quick to 
listen” and “slow to speak” (NRSV). Practicing the skill of active listen-
ing is a much-needed way to minister to other people, serving as Jesus’ 
“ears” in a hurting world.   

RESOLVE TO LISTEN 
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There’s an album by Rend Col-
lective Experiment that has this 
same title. It’s a collection of 
songs that speak to the very 
core of our souls and being as 
they incorporate so many as-
pects of truth and grace in their 
music. You may gather that I 
really like it! There is also an 
accompanying video on 
YouTube titled ‘Joy” that we 
used with our youth at Loucon. 
It spoke to our walk with God 
as a celebration, a life not 
weighed down by condemna-
tion but one that is lit by the 
fire and security of our redemp-
tion pulsing through us! If you 
are anything like me you may 
choose sometimes to allow this 
world to darken your attitude 
towards life in general and 
people as a whole. We have 
many distractions around us 
that can deter our focus from 
joy. But as the gentleman in 
the above mentioned video 
reminds us, seriousness is not a 
fruit of the Spirit but joy is. 
Give yourself some time to 
watch the video and see if you 
don’t find yourself smiling a 
lot. 

 

As we begin a new year and 
look forward to the year ahead 
let’s try and maintain this same 

attitude, one of joy and celebra-
tion. You have probably already 
experienced it a lot as we’ve gone 
through the most popular holidays 
of the year. So just keep it going! 
Don’t let the darkness hide the 
light that is living in you! Be the 
difference makers, be the joy giv-
ers and the life lovers. Make the 
most of what you’ve been given 
and live this life to the fullest! 
Allow this love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, kindness, goodness, faith-
fulness, gentleness and self-
control, this Fruit of the Spirit to 
guide you in all that you do and 
say in 2015. It’s a gift, be grateful 
for it and allow it to shape your 
character. Be an encourager in-
stead of a complainer, be a giver 
instead of waiting to receive, be 
compassionate instead of critical 
and allow truth and grace to flow 
from your life as easily and natu-
rally as breathing is. Have a great 
year and thanks for all the bless-
ings you’ve poured into Denise 
and me over the past year. Your 
generosity, encouragement and 
support are amazing and we love 
you all so very much! 

 

Galatians 5:16-17, 22-26, “So I say, 
let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. 
Then you won’t be doing what 
your sinful nature craves. 17 The 
sinful nature wants to do evil, 

which is just the opposite of what 
the Spirit wants. And the Spirit 
gives us desires that are the opposite 
of what the sinful nature desires. 
These two forces are constantly 
fighting each other, so you are not 
free to carry out your good inten-
tions.” “But the Holy Spirit produc-
es this kind of fruit in our lives: 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, 
and self-control. There is no law 
against these things! 
24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus 
have nailed the passions and desires 
of their sinful nature to his cross 
and crucified them there. 25 Since we 
are living by the Spirit, let us follow 
the Spirit’s leading in every part of 
our lives. 26 Let us not become con-
ceited, or provoke one another, or 
be jealous of one another.” 

 

In Christ’s Love, 

Rob 

Romans 12 

 

work with Youthworks again. 
Total cost for the mission trip is 
$200 and the dates are June 27-
July 4. Please get your deposit 
and forms in asap? 
  

The 2015 West Kentucky Presbytery 
High School Mission trip deadline is 
quickly approaching. We need the 
$100 deposit with registration before 
January 10th for those that are going. 
This year we are heading to Bayou La 
Batre, Alabama to help with a variety 
of needs in that community as we 

YOUTH NEWS 

THE ART OF CELEBRATION 
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January 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 

9:30am Norma 

Siria Circle 

6 

7PM Session 

Mtg 

7 

5:15 Supper 

6:00 Activities  

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 

5:15 Supper 

6:00 Activities  

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 

5:15 Supper 

6:00 Activities  

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 

5:15 Supper 

6:00 Activities  

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

29 30 31 

If you are a member or if you’ve 
been a regular attender here at 
FPC, we’ve prepared a box of 
offering envelopes for your con-
venience in the coming year.  
They are available now at the en-
trance to the sanctuary. 

2015 OFFERING EVELOPES 
AVAILABLE 



P O Box 568 
260 W McLaughlin Ave 
Madisonville KY 42431 
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